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RREEMMEEMMBBEERR  TTHHEE  MMIIRRAACCLLEE  IINN  TTHHEE  MMAANNGGEERR    
33But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these 

things will be given to you as well.34Therefore do not worry about 

tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has 

enough trouble of its own.                                   Matthew 6:33-34 

Attention shoppers there are only 50 shopping days left before 

Christmas. (Depending on when you read this newsletter.) That thought 

can be mind boggling and television, radio and print ads make 

sure we are reminded every day that the time is fleeting until 

Christmas morning.  Even as Christians our lives are filled with 

much preparation in advance of the Thanksgiving, Advent and 

Christmas seasons.  The holidays come quickly and soon the 

New Year is upon us and when we look back, we realize that we 

seemed to miss the true meaning and essence of these special 

times. 

Perhaps this year we can take control of the calendar and not 

get caught up in the secular hype.  Perhaps we can enjoy 

Thanksgiving, Advent and Christmas by remembering what the 

true meanings of these three times are.  First we need to 

remember that Thanksgiving is a time to thank God for all he has 

given us.  For all the needs and wants he fulfills.  And though we 

should do this daily this year perhaps we can show God our 

thanks by helping him supply 

some other people’s needs.  

Extra donations to the food 

pantries, volunteering where 

they serve free Thanksgiving 

dinners, or looking out for a 

lonely senior citizen in your 

neighborhood can put your 

gratitude to God into action.   
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By taking the time to help those around us our 

Thanksgiving will not have gone by without us 

actually taking notice of what this holiday 

means.    During the month of November we as 

a church will be participating in a “Forever 

Grateful” campaign.   This campaign helps us to 

take a look at all that we need to be grateful to 

God for in our lives.  And part of this campaign is 

for each of us to reach out and serve with acts of 

gratitude.  What a perfect month of the year for 

expressing to God our thanks through our 

actions.  Read more about the Forever Grateful 

campaign in this newsletter. 

As we leave Thanksgiving behind it is only a 

matter of a few days and we are at the 

beginning of Advent in the church year.  It is a 

time of anticipation.  It is a time of hope, peace, 

joy and love. It is when we begin to 

anticipate the miracle in the manger.  

During these weeks of waiting for the 

birth of the Christ child let us take the 

time to let the meaning of Advent sink 

in our souls.  Make sure you take the 

time to read in the Gospels the story of 

the birth of Jesus.  Take the time to 

enjoy the moments during Advent to 

understand what this waiting means.  

The four Sundays leading up to 

Christmas are special times in worship.  

Please join us as we celebrate these 

Sundays.  Each week we will light the 

advent candles of hope, peace, joy and love as 

we together wait for the arrival of that miracle in 

the manger.  Advent is also a time to put your 

faith into action.  Both churches will be donating 

Christmas Gift Bags.  Winnebago is doing 

Christmas Bags for the shut-ins and German 

Valley is doing Christmas Gift Bags for the food 

pantry.  Find out how you can be involved.   

We will celebrate the miracle in the manger at 

our Christmas Eve Candle Light Services.  

Pastor Keith will be at Winnebago UMC at 4:00 

PM and German Valley UMC at 7:00 PM on 

December 24th.  Please join us for one or both of 

these services.  Watch for more details in the 

church bulletins. 

And so there may be only a limited number of 

shopping days until Christmas, but let’s not 

worry but instead take back our time and use it 

to serve God where we can.  So this year when 

the New Year rolls around and we look back we 

will know that we have sought God and we let 

our worries take care of themselves.  May you 

all take a deep breath this holiday season and 

thank God for all our blessings and appreciate 

the gift that God gives to us; that gift of the 

Miracle in the Manger.”  Happy Thanksgiving 

and may you all have a Merry Christmas. 

Donald Plock, Editor 

Miracle in the Manger 

For unto us a child is born… 
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HOLY REMEMBRANCE 

TODAY AND ALL DAYS!! 

Today and all days we remember with pride, 

thanksgiving and great joy the saints of God, the 

living and the dead. We honor and com-

memorate their lives, which bore witness to the 

redemptive love of Christ in the world. As the 

church comes together to remember the Saints, 

known and unknown, we do so with a deep 

sense of gratitude for their abundant gifts and 

encouragements that have blessed us on our 

way. And as we approach that day, I invite you 

to join us on November 3 during our Sunday 

Worship Celebration when we give thanks for 

the saints among us and remember those who 

have died since last All Saints Day. 
 

Since around the third century, the church has 

always celebrated the lives of the saints together 

on one day in a great festival. We remember 

and find strength in their faith, both known to us 

and known only to God. I invite you to join with 

the poet who calls us to… 

     
Rejoice in those saints, unpraised and unknown;  

who bears some-one’s cross or shoulder their own. 

They shame our complaining, our comforts, our cares; 

What patience in caring, what courage is theirs! 

    

Hope and love and courage and faith are the 

stuff out of which Saints are made. Those Saints 

who have left us, left a legacy of lives built on 

those qualities, and now become models for us.  
 

Saints are not perfect persons as it is commonly 

believed. Biblically speaking, all baptized per-

sons are Saints of God. They are Saints 

because they believe in the power of God and 

the love of God, made real through Jesus Christ, 

to transform them and their world by active faith.  

They are people like you and me who daily 

struggle to do the right thing.  To be remem-

bered as a saint is what most, if not all of us, 

would like; by God’s help we can. 
 

There were two evil brothers. They were rich, 

and used their money to keep their ways from 

the public eye. A fund raising campaign was 

started to build a new assembly. Unexpectedly, 

one of the brothers died. The remaining brother 

sought out the new pastor the day before the 

funeral and handed him a check for the amount 

needed to finish paying for the new building. 
 

"I have only one condition," he said. "At his 

funeral, you must say my brother was a saint." 

The pastor gave his word, and deposited the 

check. The next day, at the funeral, the pastor 

did not hold back. "He was an evil man," the 

pastor said. "He abused his family. He was this 

and he was that, no good!  After going on in this 

vein for a short time, the pastor concluded with, 

"But compared to his brother, he was a saint.”  

You just never know how you may end up 

becoming a Saint! 
 

Shalom,  

Pastor Keith 
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LAY READER SCHEDULE 

November 3             Robert Plock 

November 10            Chris Schnierla 

November 17            Don Plock 

November 24            Ron Plock 

December 1             Pat Siemens 

December 8             Robert Plock 

December 15            Don Plock 

December 22            Corbin Miller 

December 29            Denise Plock 

GREETER SCHEDULE 

November 3           Robert & Donna Plock 

November 10          The Miller family 

November 17          Evelyn Diddens 

November 24          Ron & Denise Plock 

December 1           Don Plock 

December 8           Robert & Donna Plock 

December 15          Alvie & Shirley Myers 

December 22          The Miller Family 

December 29          Pat Siemens 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 

November 3                      Robert Plock 

December 1                      Pat Siemens 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTERS 

December 1             The Daws Family 

December 8             The Plock Family 

December 15            The Reubin Family 

December 22            The Schnierla Family 

December 24            The Miller Family 

 

 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS  

Marlene Siemens   November 12 

Corbin Miller    November 13 

Evelyn Diddens   November 17 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Dennis Ross    December 9 

Jesus Christ    Christmas December 25 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

Larry & Shirley Stein  December 3 

Robert & Amy Bollon  December 10 

Randy & RaeAnn Miller  December 11 

Roger & Barbara Hayunga  December 26  

 

 

As we enter the holidays we want to remind you 

of our collections for the German Valley Food 

Pantry.  We collect non-perishable food items, 

paper products, and personal hygiene items on 

the first Sunday of the month.  However we will 

accept donations any Sunday and we will make 

sure to deliver your items to the proper people.  

Why not pick up some extra items on your next 

shopping trip.   

We will also be collecting items that will fill 

Christmas Gift Bags for the families that use our 

local pantry.  To ensure the bags are identical 

we are asking that if anyone would like to donate 

to this project that it is in cash form.  Items will 

be purchased and assembled to be donated on 

Wednesday December 18th. 
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“Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for 

his steadfast love endures forever!” Psalm 107:1 

The leaves are being raked and plants trimmed. 

Winter is coming, and so is the end of 2013. For 

many of us there is the hope that 2014 will be 

better - - economically and physically. How 

blessed we are to know we can rely upon our 

faithful Lord, whose steadfast love endures 

forever! 

In this year we as a church family have shared the 

pain of loss, stress at the workplace, poor crops, 

surgeries and the difficulties that come with 

strained relationships. But in the midst of it all we 

can be comforted by a God that is forever faithful.   

The trials have brought us closer to each other 

and to the Lord. For He is forever faithful! The 

celebrations we shared have instilled within us the 

need to keep trusting God and encouraging each 

other. The church is to be a place of fellowship 

and nurturing, testimony and assurance that God 

is forever faithful! And because of His faithfulness, 

we are forever grateful! 

As the year comes to a close, I am asking you to 

participate in this year’s stewardship emphasis: 

Forever Grateful. During November, I am 

encouraging you to join with me in the effort to 

raise awareness together of God’s faithfulness. 

This can be done as a four-fold practice. 

1. Testimonies of Gratitude 

2. Prayers of Gratitude 

3. Acts of Gratitude 

4. Gifts of Gratitude 

Each Sunday we will take a few moments to hear 

each other’s “expressions of gratitude.” One 

person will share a testimony of gratitude. Others 

will post a prayer of gratitude for the worship 

bulletin board. We will be challenged to perform 

acts of gratitude in the community. And finally, we 

will be joining together to bring our gifts of 

gratitude to church on Sunday, November 24
th
. 

In the meantime, we want you to pray. Ask God to 

help you review the year, remembering ways God 

has blessed you. Think of other’s who need 

encouragement. “Pay forward” acts of kindness 

extended to you by passing similar acts to others. 

Pray and ask God to show you the extra amount 

you should give in our Thanksgiving offering on 

November 24
th
. We’re trusting God for a bountiful 

response! 

Let’s join together in our expressions of worship 

and ministry. Let’s say to the Lord in several ways, 

“Lord, I’m forever grateful!”  
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As we prepare for winter and the end of the year 

we would like to share with you the third quarter 

financial report and the report from our Spaghetti 

Supper fundraiser. 

First let us give you the report for the October 5
th
 

fundraiser.  We had a wonderful crowd come and 

enjoy our Spaghetti as well as serving many carry 

out meals as well.  Thank you to all who donated 

money, food supplies, and especially their time.  

Without all these donations we could not turn the 

profit we need.  We are pleased to report that the 

supper profited the church $763.53. 

October 5
th
 Spaghetti Supper 

Income Expenses Profit 

$     1,217.00  $          453.47  $         763.53  

Thanks to the fundraiser the Administrative Board 

voted to pay another $1,000.00 towards our 

annual apportionments. This payment will get us 

close to 50% of our apportionments for 2013.  

Keep praying that God will provide for continued 

support towards paying more., 

The third quarter report was given at our October 

21
st
 ad board meeting.  At that time it was reported 

that all bills received up to October 21
st
 were paid 

with the exception of the apportionments.   

Checking Balance July 15, 2013 $3,309.10  

Deposits Expenses 

$ 9,852.57 $ 9,723.04 

Checking Balance October 21, 2013 $3,438.63  

We thank everyone for supporting the ministry 

here at German valley United Methodist Church 

and we pray for your continued support.  As we 

near the end of the year we ask that you 

remember to make sure your giving to god is 

current and that the last date for giving to be 

recorded in 2013 will be Sunday December 29
th
.  

We also know how important prayer is in 

considering financial donation.  We ask that you 

continue to pray about you giving and also ask you 

to pray that continued financial support of our 

ministry here will come in.  We thank God for his 

many blessings upon our church and ask that he 

continue to bless us through your support in 2014. 

 

SISTER CHURCH’S FUNDRAISER 

 

The Winnebago United Methodist Church will host 

their annual Turkey Supper on Saturday 

November 9
th
.  There will be three limited meal 

sittings, 4:30 PM, 5:30 PM and 6:30 PM. Carry 

outs will also be available.  Ticket prices remain 

Adults $8.00 and children age 4-10 $4.00.  Tickets 

will be available at the church or by calling 815-

335-2714 Friday November 8
th
 9:00 AM – 12:00 

PM and Saturday after 9:00 AM.  Tickets will also 

be available at the door.  Tickets on hold must be 

picked up 15 minutes prior to meal time or they will 

be sold. 
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My Hope America with Billy Graham is a 

nationwide effort to reach people across the 

United States with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Following a simple biblical model, My Hope 

America with Billy Graham combines the impact 

of video programs with the power of personal 

relationships. Christians across America will 

open their homes this November to share the 

Gospel message with friends, family, 

colleagues, and neighbors using one of several 

new evangelistic programs featuring life-

changing testimonies & powerful messages from 

Billy Graham. 

1. Invite: Invite your friends and neighbors who 

don’t know Jesus Christ to your home for a 

meal or dessert—or gather them at your 

church or favorite hangout. 

2. Watch: Use a TV broadcast, DVD, laptop, or 

mobile device to show one of several new 

evangelistic programs featuring life-changing 

testimonies & powerful messages from Billy 

Graham. 

3. Share: Next, briefly share how Jesus gave 

you hope and tell what He is doing in your 

life today. 

4. Ask: Ask your friends if they would like to 

make the same decision you did to receive 

Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and pray 

with them. 

Become a Matthew 

The Apostle Matthew invited people into his 

home to meet Jesus (Matthew 9:9–10). Now you 

can join concerned Christians across America 

who will also invite friends and family into their 

homes, or another gathering place, so that they 

can hear the life-changing message of the 

Gospel. Many are nervous about sharing their 

faith. However, as we have done this outreach 

around the globe, people like you have shared 

how My Hope made it simple for them and they 

have been able to help impact lives in a way 

they never thought possible.  

JOIN US IN PRAYING FOR REVIVAL  

ACROSS OUR NATION 

The majority of our neighbors face each day—
with its fears, 
uncertainties, and 
pain—without the 

lasting hope that 
comes from knowing 

Jesus Christ. And with 
each day that passes, 

we’re losing so much more than time; we’re 
losing our neighbors. On average, 6,700 die 
each day. Our work is urgent. Will you join us in 
prayer, so that together we can reach our nation 
with the Gospel—before it’s too late? 

 Pray for pastors to train and encourage their 
congregations to reach out to those around them 
without Christ. 

 Pray for protection and leadership of the Holy 
Spirit for the My Hope America coordinators in 
each region of the U.S. 

 Pray for Christians to intentionally form lasting 
relationships with people who don’t know Christ. 

 Pray for the Holy Spirit to move powerfully when 
Christians host friends in their homes, watch the 
My Hope America programs, share their 
testimonies, and invite visitors to receive Christ. 

 Pray for Christians to actively follow-up with those 
who make decisions for Christ, and help them 
grow spiritually. 

A DVD of My Hope America with Billy Graham 

is available though our church for you to borrow 

and watch or to hold a viewing at your home 

with your neighbors and friends.  Please see 

Aleasa Viel to arrange use of this DVD.  

Downloads and training for My Hope America 

are available at the My Hope America website: 

www.myhopewithbillygraham.org. 

"With all my heart, I want to leave you with the 

truth," says Billy Graham in this long awaited 

broadcast event. The Cross is the feature 

presentation on this special DVD containing 

compelling real life stories and a powerful new 

message from Billy Graham. 

http://myhopewithbillygraham.org/programs/?
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Come join the folks in German Valley for their 

first ever “Christmas in German Valley” 

celebration.  Events and activities are planned 

throughout this lovely small town.  The following 

is a list of planned activities at this point 

 Customer Appreciation Day 8:30 AM-12:00PM at 

German American State Bank, 100 Church 

Street, German Valley. 

 Craft and Vendor Show: 9:00AM-3:00PM at the 

German Valley Grade School, 200 S. Rock City 

Road, German Valley. Sponsored by the German 

Valley Lions 

 Bake Sale and Coolie Walk 9:00AM-3:00PM at 

Silver Creek Reformed Church, 326 S. Bunker 

Hill Road, German Valley. 

 Victorian Christmas 9:00AM-3:00PM at the 

German Valley Historical Museum, 805 Church 

Street, German Valley.  Have Christmas Wassail 

and make a Victorian Ornament. 

 Soup and Sandwich Luncheon 10:30AM-1:30 PM 

at the German Valley United Methodist church, 7 

S. Main Street, German Valley.  Stop and enjoy a 

bowl of soup, a sandwich and dessert and enjoy 

the decorations at our church. 

 Free Christmas Movie 2:00PM at the German 

Valley United Methodist Church, 7 S. Main 

Street, German Valley. Come and see the newly 

released film: “SILVER BELLS” from Pure Flix 

Entertainment.  There is no admission charge.  

Popcorn, pop and other concessions will be 

available for purchase. 

 Christmas Specials from 12:00PM-4:00PM and 

Comedy Night at 8:00 PM at the Loose Screw 

Bar and Grill, 45 Church Street, German Valley. 
 

 

GGEERRMMAANN  VVAALLLLEEYY  UUMMCC  TTOO  SSHHOOWW  

NNEEWWLLYY  RREELLEEAASSEEDD  ““SSIILLVVEERR  BBEELLLLSS””  

 

SATURDAY DECEMBER 14TH AT 2:00 PM 

NO ADMISSION CHARGE 

In conjunction with the “Christmas in German 
Valley” celebration the German Valley UMC will 
be hosting an afternoon family movie event. 
Come and see the newly released film: “SILVER 
BELLS” from Pure Flix Entertainment at 2:00 PM 
Saturday December 14th.  There is no admission 
charge.  Popcorn, pop and other concessions 
will be available for purchase. 

When a veteran sports anchor 

gets in a scuffle with a ref at his 

son's basketball game, he is 

suspended from his job and 

sentenced to community 

service -- manning a red kettle 

and ringing bells for the 

Salvation Army for the rest of 

the Christmas season. At first 

he finds this humiliating, and in his self-pity 

determines to be the world's worst bell ringer, but as 

he encounters the people behind the kettle, his life -- 

and especially his relationship with his son -- is 

changed by something as simple as ringing a bell.   

SSOOUUPP  AANNDD  SSAANNDDWWIICCHH  LLUUNNCCHHEEOONN  

SSAATTUURRDDAAYY  DDEECCEEMMBBEERR  1144TTHH  

1100::3300AAMM  ––  11::3300PPMM  

The German Valley UMC 
will be serving a Soup 
and Sandwich luncheon 
on Saturday December 
14th from 10:30AM-1:30 
PM in the basement fel-
lowship hall.  Chili, chicken noodle, and potato 
soup are on the menu.  Stop in during your visit 
to Christmas in German Valley for a warm bowl 
of soup, a sandwich, dessert and beverage.  
Adults $7.00. Kids 4-10: $4.00 and Kids 3 and 
under eat free. 

Actor Bruce Boxleitner 
in “Silver Bells” 
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CCHHUURRCCHH  CCHHRRIISSTTMMAASS  PPRROOGGRRAAMM  

SSUUNNDDAAYY  DDEECCEEMMBBEERR  2222
NNDD

  

The all church Christmas program “Miracle in the 

Manger” will take place Sunday December 22nd at 

8:30 AM during the morning worship time.  Please 

join us as the Children’s Choir and the Adult Choir 

bring their renditions of some favorite and some new 

Christmas songs to life.  This year’s program will 

have you thinking about that special small miracle 

that took place many, many years ago in that small 

humble stable.  Please invite your friends and 

neighbors to church that Sunday for an uplifting 

Christmas message in song. 

NNEEWW  PPHHOOTTOO  DDIIRREECCTTOORRYY  

On January 5 and 12, 

2014 we will be having 

digital pictures taken of 

members and friends of 

German Valley United 

Methodist Church.  These 

pictures will be turned into 

a new photo dierectory for use by Pastor Keith and 

the new pasotor that will start in July to recognize 

people.  This will be done in house and no 

photographers will be selling pictures.  It will only 

take a moment to get each photo.  For those unable 

to have a photo taken, digital images can be 

submitted for use in the directory. We will also be 

updating information such as addresses, phone 

numbers and e-mail addresses.  Our last directory is 

outdated and we are looking to make this one so we 

can update as needed. So bring your smile and we 

will see you on January 5th and 12th.  For more 

information please call the church office at 815-362-

2124 or e-mail gvumchurch@aeroinc.net!    

 

We will be taking orders for Poinsettias to be placed 

in memory or in honor of family members and friends 

to decorate the sanctuary this Christmas.  The 

poinsettias will be from Didier Greenhouses and the 

cost will be $10.00 each.   The poinsettias will be 

displayed Dec. 15th through Dec. 24th and may be 

taken home after the 4:00 PM Candle Light 

Christmas Eve Service.  Deadline for the order will 

be Sunday November 24th.  Please fill out the form 

and return with payment to Don Plock at the church 

office or mail to the German Valley UMC, P.O. Box 

58, German Valley, IL  61039.  For information call 

815-362-2124. 

Donors Name       

 
Phone #    Qty.   

 
In Memory of       

 
In Memory of       

 
In Memory of       

 
In Memory of       

 
In Honor of       

 
In Honor of       

 
Total Payment  $      

For additional names use extra sheet of paper. 
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LLEETTTTEERR  FFRROOMM  BBIISSHHOOPP  SSAALLLLYY  DDYYCCKK  

The United Methodist Church  
CHICAGO AREA EPISCOPAL OFFICE 

How Many lives will your churches,  
German Valley UMC and Winnebago UMC 

Save This Year? 

Dear Church Leaders, 

Greetings to you in these beautiful days of 
summer! Living in the city there aren't too many 
mosquitoes; certainly nothing compared to living 
in Minnesota! For that I am very thankful! But 
even if there are mosquitoes where you are, you 
can be thankful that when you get bit, they don't 
give you the life-threatening disease of malaria.  

At annual conference in June, we announced 
our launch of the Imagine NO Malaria campaign 
to do our part as an annual conference in our 
Church's contribution and partnership in 
eliminating deaths from malaria by World 
Malaria Day on April 25, 2014. That's coming up 
fast!  

Our field coordinator, Rachel Birkhahn-
Rommelfanger (whose salary, by the way, is 
paid for by the Bill Gates and United Nations 
Foundation partnership with the UMC), has just 
finished training and will begin to help us raise at 
least $1 million dollars in pledges and donations 
by World Malaria Day, which happens to be the 
Friday after Easter! That means that the 
Northern Illinois Conference will save up to 
100,000 lives (it takes about $100 to save a life).  

Raising at least $1 million dollars means that 
every church needs to make a significant 
contribution. I urge every church to send a 
clergyperson, and at least one lay person, to 
district trainings so that you will understand how 
our contribution is helping to eliminate deaths 
from malaria. You will also get ideas about how 
to help your church raise money through 
fundraisers and pledges. I am hoping that a 
substantial number of churches will become 
Challenge Churches, which means that you will 
raise $100 per average worshiping attender. We 
also hope to have an all-conference event that 
helps raise awareness and money for Imagine 
NO Malaria.  

Yes, you have participated in Nothing But Nets 
in the past, but you will learn how important it is 

in the elimination of the disease to go beyond 
nets; nets won't eliminate the disease! It requires 
education, treatment, communications, 
advocacy and prevention; all of these together 
have proven to be the most effective long-term 
method to prevent and eliminate malaria.  

Imagine NO Malaria is a win-win proposition. It 
is an incredible confidence-building and joyful 
undertaking when the annual conference meets 
its challenge; we win! The United Methodist 
Church wins because when conferences like 
ours take the challenge then all United 
Methodists win, now having raised pledges 
/money over $53 million toward our $75 million 
goal. Yes, we can actually do this! But most 
importantly the people, especially the children 
under 5, in sub-Sahara Africa win because 
already  success is evident-when we started, a 
child died every 30 seconds, and now it's every 
60 seconds. That's still too many but every dollar 
gets us closer to eliminating a preventable 
disease.  

Please see the enclosed flyer to see the dates 
and times for training for your church. Plan now 
to attend. At your church conference, every 
church will be asked to have an Imagine NO 
Malaria contact person. Remember: by April 25th 
we need pledges for up to three years; not all 
the money in hand. We can do this!  

How many lives will your church plan on saving?  

Sincerely 

 
Sally Dyck 

 

Imagine No Malaria, won’t you help? 
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Judge:      "What are you charged with?"  

Prisoner: "Doing my Christmas shopping early."  

Judge:     "That's not an offense. How early were you     

      doing this shopping?"  

Prisoner: "Before the store opened." 

 

Question: What did Adam say on the day before   

      Christmas?  

Answer:    It's Christmas, Eve! 

 

A lady lost her handbag in the bustle of Christmas 
shopping. It was found by an honest little boy and returned 
to her. Looking in her purse, she commented, "Hmmm.... 
That's funny. When I lost my bag there was a $20 bill in it. 
Now there are twenty $1 bills." 
 
The boy quickly replied, "That's right, lady. The last time I 
found a lady's purse, she didn't have any change for a 
reward." 

 

My hope is we can all do what this story says at the end! 

Who Started Christmas?  

This morning I heard a story on the radio of a woman who 

was out Christmas shopping with her two children. After 

many hours of looking at row after row of toys and 

everything else imaginable, and after hours of hearing 

both her children asking for everything they saw on those 

many shelves, she finally made it to the elevator with her 

two kids. She was feeling what so many of us feel during 

the holiday season time of the year. Overwhelming 

pressure to go to every party, every housewarming, taste 

all the holiday food and treats, getting that perfect gift for 

every single person on our shopping list, making sure we 

don't forget anyone on our card list, and the pressure of 

making sure we respond to everyone who sent us a card. 

Finally the elevator doors opened and there was already a 

crowd in the car. She pushed her way into the car and 

dragged her two kids in with her and all the bags of stuff. 

When the doors closed she couldn't take it anymore and 

stated, "Whoever started this whole Christmas thing 

should be found, strung up and shot." From the back of 

the car everyone heard a quiet calm voice respond, "Don't 

worry we already crucified him." For the rest of the trip 

down the elevator it was so quiet you could have heard a 

pin drop. Don't forget this year to keep the One who 

started this whole Christmas thing in your every thought, 

deed, purchase, and word. If we all did it, just think of how 

different this whole world would be. 

HHaappppyy  TThhaannkkssggiivviinngg  aanndd  
MMeerrrryy  CChhrriissttmmaass  ttoo  AAllll  
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The Trouble Tree 

I hired a plumber to help me restore an old farmhouse, and after he had just finished a rough first 

day on the job: a flat tire made him lose an hour of work, his electric drill quit and his ancient one 

ton truck refused to start. 

While I drove him home, he sat in stony silence. On arriving, he invited me in to meet his family. As 

we walked toward the front door, he paused briefly at a small tree, touching the tips of the 

branches with both hands. 

When opening the door he underwent an amazing transformation. His face was  

wreathed in smiles and he hugged his two small children and gave his wife a kiss. 

Afterward he walked me to the car. We passed the tree and my curiosity 

got the better of me. I asked him about what I had seen him do earlier. 

'Oh, that's my trouble tree,' he replied 'I know I can't help having troubles 

on the job, but one thing's for sure, those troubles don't belong in the 

house with my wife and the children.. So I just hang them up on the tree 

every night when I come home and ask God to take care of them. Then in 

the morning I pick them up again.' 'Funny thing is,' he smiled,' when I 

come out in the morning to pick 'em up, there aren't nearly as many as I 

remember hanging up the night before. 

So like the trouble tree, hang your troubles on God, he is willing to help. 

 


