
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Season of Change 
There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the 
heavens: 2 a time to be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to 
uproot, 3 a time to kill and a time to heal, a time to tear down and a time to build, 
4 a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance, 5 a 
time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, a time to embrace and a time to 
refrain from embracing, 6 a time to search and a time to give up, a time to keep 
and a time to throw away, 7 a time to tear and a time to mend, a time to be silent 
and a time to speak, 8 a time to love and a time to hate, a time for war and a time 
for peace.    Ephesians 3: 1-8 

It is that time of year again, a time when change hangs in the air.  

We can tell it’s that time because of all the school supplies that 

have been eagerly taken from store shelves and packed in 

backpacks, book bags and desks.  We think of school starting as 

the end of summer even though the calendar tells us that 

autumn’s first day is September 22nd.  Even as I write this today 

the children in our school district are enjoying their first FULL day 

of school.  (Not sure they would agree with my use of the term 

enjoy.)  But it is back to school: for some their fist time and for 

some a new school or teacher, change.  

But the days are growing shorter and soon we will see God’s 

artistic wonder as he paints our landscape with his palette of 

beautiful fall colors.  The change in the seasons brings crispness 

to the air, a time to think about the harvest in the fields and in our 

gardens.  Another season of change begins. Lovers of 

fall are eagerly awaiting the fall temperatures and the 

colorful splendor that God creates in nature. In 

Ephesians 3: 1 we read this, there is a time for 

everything, and a season for every activity under the 

heavens.  God’s changing of the seasons is 

planned accordingly.  A time to be born a time to 

die, a time to plant, a time to harvest and the list 

goes on.  All this in accordance to His will.  

Change: we can take this thought and apply it to 
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our churches as well.   

Change is something we all 

deal with in our lives 

and at times we are 

called on to deal with it 

in our church lives.  On 

Sunday August 11th, 

Reverend  Lisa Kruse-Safford, Rockford District 

Superintendent announced to the Staff Parish 

Relations Committee that Pastor David has 

decided to end his appointment as pastor of 

German Valley and Winnebago United 

Methodist churches effective Sunday September 

1st.   As we know Pastor David’s passion is in 

ministering to the needs of pastors though the 

efforts of Deer Ridge Ministries, in Freeport, 

Illinois, where he and his wife are the “Sabbath 

Rest Retreat” directors.  Pastor David and 

Louise spend many hours in servicing the needs 

of the pastors that pass through the retreat 

during the year. This ministry now needs 

more of Pastor David’s attention, 

time and the ability to be 

available on weekends to go 

and spread the word of this 

ministry and its financial 

needs. This was a very 

difficult decision for Pastor 

David and we need to support his decision and 

pray for his ministry with Deer Ridge.   

So a change is in the air, not one we may have 

expected, but one that is coming.  We should 

look back and be overjoyed at what Pastor 

David has brought to our churches these last 

two years.  His pastoring was top notch and his 

nurturing and caring ranks at the same level on 

the scale.  All we can say is thank you for giving 

so much of yourself, Pastor David, to our care 

and our churches as well.  Please keep Pastor 

David, Louise, and Deer Ridge Ministries in your 

thoughts and prayers as we move forward. Now, 

as with the changing of the seasons, we turn to 

the future and what it holds. 

As promised, I want to update you where we are 

in the appointment process. On Thursday 

August 22nd the SPRC met again with the 

District Superintendent and were introduced to 

our interim pastor. Rev. Keith Kelsey Powell will 

be our interim pastor beginning September 15th 

and will be with us until June 30th when the next 

regular appointment will be made. (Find out 

More about Pastor Keith in this newsletter.) 

The Staff parish Relations committee urges 

everyone to support Pastor Keith in 

his role of leading us forward 

and making sure we stay  

focused on our mission of 

making disciples for Jesus 

Christ and helping our 

neighbors both near and far. 

To keep our churches strong as 

we approach the next appointment season. To 

care for our church families and those in need. 

So change is coming, and even though change 

is hard for most, we can look at the way God 

has planned the seasons.  Without fall and 

winter, spring and summer would not exist.  New 

growth is what we anticipate in spring.  Let’s 

make sure we are doing the same in our 

churches.  

Continue to keep German Valley and 

Winnebago UMCs lifted in prayer.  Please keep 

both Pastor David and Pastor Keith in prayer as 

both begin a new season in their lives.  And be 

sure to thank God for the blessings that both 

pastors chose to lead us forward. 

There is a time for everything, 

and a season for every 

activity under the 

heavens. Put it in 

God’s hand and 

embrace the change. 

Don Plock, Editor 
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Dear Friends in Christ: 

It has been a certain honor to minister among 

you! We have shared so many blessings 

together. Together we have studied the 

scriptures; shared celebrations; given thanks for 

achievements God has guided; prayed for our 

church family through trial and loss; celebrated 

opportunities God has presented; shared your 

joyful milestones, and ministered together in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

As I take my leave on September 1, I carry 

many wonderful memories that will remain with 

me always. Issues in our ministry to pastors, 

missionaries and spouses (Deer Ridge 

Ministries) are pressing. It was necessary for me 

to look to that concern and follow God’s leading 

to properly care for this vital need. I have also 

increasingly felt the need to move further into 

ministry among pastors through coaching and 

mentoring. I am so very grateful you have been 

so supportive of Louise and me in our 

endeavors.  

Thank you for every expression of appreciation 

and prayers you have given over my time with 

you. You are dear friends to us. 

It is essential you provide your capable interim 

pastor, Rev. Keith Kelsey Powell, your full and 

prayerful support as he guides you to the next 

phase of ministry. I will also be praying with you 

that God’s plan and 

purposes will be fulfilled 

through you all moving 

forward.   

Sincerely in the love of 

Christ, 

Pastor David 

“I thank my God every time I remember you.  In all 

my prayers for all of you, I always pray with 

joy because of your partnership in the gospel from 

the first day until now, being confident of this, that he 

who began a good work in you will carry it on to 

completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”  -

Philippians 1:3-6 NIV 

    

REV. KEITH KELSEY-POWELL  

TO LEAD OUR CONGRGATIONS 

Rev. Keith Kelsey-Powell has been appointed as 

an interim pastor for the 

German Valley and 

Winnebago United Methodist 

Churches.  Pastor Keith, as 

he prefers to be called, is a 

retired United Methodist 

pastor who retired after 27 

years of service to the 

church.  He is married to the Rev. Judith Kelsey-

Powell and they are living in Rockford, Illinois.  

Pastors Keith and Judith have two adult 

children, a son Luke and a daughter Ana. 

Pastor Keith retired in 2011.  He has served at 

Wyonet, from 1984-1986, St. Marks United 

Methodist, Chicago, from 1986-1989, Pilgrimage 

Protestant Congregation, University Park, from 
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1989-1999, Morgan Park United Methodist 

Church, Chicago, from 1999-2006, and Court 

Street United Methodist Church from 2006-2011. 

Focusing on the neighborhood which surrounds 

Court Street UMC, First Presbyterian, 

Emmanuel Episcopal and Second 

Congregational UCC, Pastor Kelsey-Powell, 

along with the three other pastors, formed 

Jeremiah Development. Pastor Kelsey-Powell 

was influential in uniting their leadership and the 

efforts of their congregations to improve the 

quality of life in urban Rockford. Four years later, 

Jeremiah Development is now a thriving 

community organization that is a positive force in 

this near northwest area. A large community 

garden, offering food for the hungry, and the 

renovation of an abandoned house at 809 

Winnebago, which will soon be placed on the 

market, are two of the accomplishments of this 

joint effort. 

Pastor Keith has gone through six months of 

interim pastor training since being retires and is 

ready to begin here as interim pastor on Sunday 

September 15th.  We will welcome him with a 

small reception after each service in German 

Valley and Winnebago. 

Our Annual Church Conference will be held on 

Tuesday September 17, 2013 at German Valley 

United Methodist Church with Rev. Lisa Kruse-

Safford, Rockford District Superintendant  

presiding.  The "All Church Conference will 

begin at 7:00 PM in the Sanctuary.  This is an 

important yearly meeting, please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend.  All conference 

reports must be signed and turned into the 

church office by Sunday September 15th. 

“Who is My Neighbor” Holy Conferencing:  

This year church conference will provide an 

opportunity to focus on the question “Who is my 

Neighbor” from Annual Conference.  We are 

asking every church member to bring a 

picture of their neighbor, neighborhood, 

downtown area, “the other side of the 

tracks” area, etc. with them to church 

conference.  These pictures will be brought 

forward by the people during “holy conferencing” 

in a time of prayer.   

A fellowship time will be held in the basement 

fellowship hall following conference. 

 

There will be a welcome 

service and reception 

for our new Rockford 

District Superintendent, 

Rev. Lisa Kruse-

Safford, on Sunday 

September 15th at 3:00 

PM. The welcome will 

be held at Pecatonica 

UMC, 528 Washington 

Street, Pecatonica, IL.  

The Rev. Lisa Kruse-Safford has been 

appointed as the new Rockford District 

Superintendent. She has served several 

churches that are in the Northern Illinois 

Conference including LaMoille, a coopera-tive 

ministry at Poplar Grove, Blaine, and Hunter and 

as the lead pastor at Cornerstone in Elgin since 

2010. 

Make plans to join our district as we welcome 

DS Lisa Kruse-Safford to the Rockford District 

on September 15th. 
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The above screenshot shows part of the 

homepage of German Valley UMC’s newly 

designed website.  The ad board decided at our 

July 16th meeting to pursue a new website and 

hosting plan after receiving word that our old 

website would be turned off as of September 

30th.  It had been hosted through a free service 

of the General Board of Global Ministries which 

is being discontinued. 

This new website has many more features and 

will be of much more use to our church and its 

members.  One nice feature is the member’s 

login.  Members and friends of the church can 

log into the website and see an extra black 

toolbar with features for our church family’s use 

only.  Items such as an audio player for choir 

members that will have rehearsal tracks 

available, church leadership contact information, 

current announcements and much more are 

included. 

 

Our website is fresh from being constructed and 

we will continue to add to its pages.  But visit 

and see some of the new features.  It is really 

nice to be able to quickly edit and update this 

new website.  We even can have our Wesley 

News available online.   

So remember the public website is the blue 

toolbar under our church’s name and our 

member’s website is available by logging in on 

the left sidebar of the homepage.  The first time 

you log in you will need to create your profile, 

which is added to our web directory, and then 

you will be notified by the web administrator of 

when you may begin using the member’s 

website.   

The German Valley 

United Methodist 

Church will be serving 

a Spaghetti Supper 

on Saturday October 

5th from 4:30 -7:00 

PM. On the menu will 

be Spaghetti w/meat sauce, garlic bread, lettuce 

salad or applesauce, dessert and beverage.  

Adults meals are $7.00, children ages 4-10 

$4.00, and children 3 and under eat free.  The 

meal will take place in the basement fellowship 

hall.  Handicap access is available by using the 

elevator located inside the front entrance. 

Donations and volunteers will be needed for the 

spaghetti supper on October 5th.   A food and 

monetary donation list will be available Sunday 

September 8th.  A volunteer list as well as 

scheduled work times will be available 

September 15th in the narthex as well.  If you 

want to donate but can’t get to the church to sign 

up, please call the church office at 815-362-

2124 and we will be glad to help you.  Donated 

cakes and pies will be used for the dessert. 
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GREETERS SCHEDULE  

September 1                     Larry & Shirley Stein 

September 8           Evelyn Diddens 

September 15          Robert & Donna Plock 

September 22              Ron & Denise Plock 

September 29             Larry & Shirley Stein 
 

October 6                  The Miller Family 

October 13           Evelyn Diddens 

October 20               The Reubin Family 

October 27                Pat Siemens 
 

LAY READERS SCHEDULE 

September 1                         Shirley Stein 

September 8       Pat Siemens 

September 15                Don Plock 

September 22              Denise Plock 

September 29               Shirley Stein 
 

October 6                    Don Plock 

October 13             Chris Schnierla 

October 20             Tricia Reubin  

October 27       Robert Plock 
 

COMMUNION ASSISTANT 

October 6           Don Plock 

 

 
SPETEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Judy Deppe    September 2 

Louise Decker   September 5 

Samantha Dinderman   September 6 

Amy Bollon    September 13 

Chloe Reubin   September 13 

RaeAnn Miller   September 14 

Russell Siemens   September 20 

Tricia Reubin    September 25 

Connie Kerkoff   September 27 

Norma Bawinkel   September 28 

Autumn Anderson   September 30 

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

Jeff & Marcy Russell  September 1 

Jeff & Christine Zipse  September 14 

Loraine & Russell Niemen  September 17 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

Christine Zipse   October 5 

Cole Zipse    October 18 

Steve Siemens   October 19 

Rees Zipse    October 21 

Loraine Niemen   October 26 

Alvie Myers    October 31 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 

Pastor David & Louise Decker October 3 

Kevin & Debbie Daws  October 17 

Carter & Tricia Reubin  October 17 
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Summer always goes faster than any of us 

would like it to go.  The children are back in 

school and vacations are winding down.  It’s a 

rough time of year for the church’s finances as 

well.  While many enjoyed their summer the 

church coffers usually suffer from the summer 

doldrums.  When attendance is down so are the 

weekly offerings to the church.  Is your church 

envelope box still filled with many leftover 

envelopes?  Maybe it’s time to catch up on 

giving to God what is His.   

Checking Balance July 1, 2013 $3,630.67  

 
Deposits Expenses 

July $ 2,063.37 $ 3,018.58 

August $ 2,948.21  $ 3,220.20 

Totals $ 5,011.58 $ 6,238.78 

Checking Balance Aug. 31, 2013 $2.403.47  

 

Mission Savings Bal. July 1, 2013 $   174.02 

 Deposits Withdrawals 

July $    18.00 $       .00 

August $    34.00 $       .00 

Movie 
Concessions $  100.10 $       .00 

Totals $  152.10 $       .00 

Mission Savings Bal. Aug. 31, 2013 $   326.12 

 

We look forward to fall and all the events that 

usually take place.  One of our usual church 

events is a fall Spaghetti Supper.  And though 

we missed it last year plans are underway for an 

October 5th fundraiser this fall.  Watch how you 

can help make this event a success. 

Thank you to the many that supported our 

Family Movie Night on August 9th.  We had 

many compliments from friends and neighbors 

who attended and enjoyed the movie and the 

meal beforehand.  If you missed it, we do still 

have some copies of Abel’s Field for sale for 

$12.00.  The DVDs are in the narthex just 

outside the sanctuary.  Thank you again for all 

the donations. 

Our Children’s Sunday School 

program will begin again 

on Sunday September 

22nd. We will be using the 

material Grow, Proclaim, 

Serve again this year.  We 

are wanting to divide the children into two age 

groups this year which means we need an extra 

volunteer each week.  We will have a primary 

class which will include those 3 years of age 

through 3rd Grade and an older elementary class 

from Grades 4 through 8.  Please consider 

teaching one of these classes, it can be as 

rewarding for the teacher as it is for our 

students.  Please call the church office for more 

information at 815-362-2124. 
 

Please go to the new church website at 

www.germanvalley.org and log into the 

member’s homepage.  On the member’s toolbar 

(black one) please click on “Notes” then “Choir 

Updates” and take the choir survey about 

rehearsal schedules.  Please complete the 

survey by September 22nd.  

Also you will find an audio 

player with choir tracks under 

“Music” then “Audio.” More 

tracks will be added soon. 



8 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grandpa's Hands  
by Melinda Clements 

 Grandpa, some ninety plus years, sat feebly on the patio bench. He didn't move, just sat with his head 
down staring at his hands. When I sat down beside him he didn't acknowledge my presence and the 
longer I sat I wondered if he was OK. Finally, not really wanting to disturb him but wanting to check 
on him at the same time, I asked him if he was OK. He raised his head and looked at me and 
smiled. "Yes, I'm fine, thank you for asking," he said in a clear strong voice. "I didn't mean to disturb 
you, Grandpa, but you were just sitting here staring at your hands and I wanted to make sure you 
were OK," I explained to him. "Have you ever looked at your hands," he asked. "I mean really looked 

at your hands?" I slowly opened my hands and stared down at them. I turned them over, palms up 
and then palms down. No, I guess I had never really looked at my hands as I tried to figure out the 

point he was making. Grandpa smiled and related this story: "Stop and think for a moment about the hands you have, how 
they have served you well throughout your years. These hands, though wrinkled, shriveled and weak have been the tools 
I have used all my life to reach out and grab and embrace life. "They braced and caught my fall when as a toddler I 
crashed upon the floor.” They put food in my mouth and clothes on my back. "As a child my Mother taught me to fold them 
in prayer.” They tied my shoes and pulled on my boots. "They held my rifle and wiped my tears when I went off to war.” 
They have been dirty, scraped and raw, swollen and bent. "They were uneasy and clumsy when I tried to hold my 
newborn son. "Decorated with my wedding band they showed the world that I was married and loved someone special. 
“They wrote the letters home and trembled and shook when I buried my Parents and Spouse and walked my Daughter 
down the aisle.” Yet, they were strong and sure when I dug my buddy out of a foxhole and lifted a plow off of my best 
friend's foot. "They have held children, consoled neighbors, and shook in fists of anger when I didn't understand.” They 
have covered my face, combed my hair, and washed and cleansed the rest of my body. "They have been sticky and wet, 
bent and broken, dried and raw.” And to this day when not much of anything else of me works real well these hands hold 
me up, lay me down, and again continue to fold in prayer. "These hands are the mark of where I've been and the 
ruggedness of my life. "But more importantly it will be these hands that God will reach out and take when he leads me 
home. "And with my hands He will lift me to His side and there I will use these hands to touch his face." I will never look at 
my hands the same again. But I remember God reached out and took my Grandpa's hands and led him home. When my 
hands are hurt or sore or when I stroke the face of my children and wife I think of Grandpa. I know he has been stroked 
and caressed and held by the hands of God. I, too, want to touch the face of God and feel His hands upon my face.  
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