
1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Time for Change: Reflections on Lent and Easter  

Few times in the Christian year call us to reflect on transformational 
change like Lent leading toward Easter. Springtime is lush with 
rebirth, new beginnings, and new growth. Too often, however, we 
want to race to the Easter Resurrection without fully embracing the 
Lenten process that leads there. Lent reflects the forty days that 
Jesus wandered in the wilderness — tempted by Satan — in 
readiness for a ministry destined to end in tragedy. Few of us can 
relate to the level of sacrifice and commitment that Jesus displayed in 
his forty days, yet Lent provides us with an opportunity to deepen our 
spirituality by engaging in regular discipline from Ash Wednesday 
through Easter Sunday. The wilderness — the desert days of Lent — 
is the true path toward spiritual transformation. 

There is a compelling metaphor that helps us embrace the 
wilderness and prevents us from racing to Easter. It is the metaphor 
of the seed. Jesus began his teaching ministry with the parable of the 
sower (Matthew 13) and referred to seeds and trees, fruit and 
branches, throughout his ministry. To see the metaphor of Christian 
growth and spiritual development contained in a seed is to learn 
valuable lessons about change and transformation. Receive these six 
lessons from the seed as six weekly devotionals for this Lenten 
season. Incorporate them into your daily meditations so that they 
might grow to full bloom in your heart. 

Lesson One: Seeds Need a Rich Environment 

A seed that lacks appropriate soil may sprout, but will quickly wither 
and die. Even in the best soil, without water and nutrients, growth will 
be limited. Without sun and cultivation, plants will decay and spoil. 
Seeds require a rich, healthy environment in which to grow. This 
applies to the environment in which we grow as Christian disciples. 
There must be an ongoing flow of comfort and security, challenge 
and inspiration, learning and service. Without such an environment, 
discipleship growth is stunted, stagnant, or worse, dead. We create 
an environment for our spiritual formation through prayer, study, 
worship, fellowship, and service. 

Lesson Two: Seeds Can't Be Rushed 

When seeds do not sprout, take root, and grow, try yelling at them. 
Of course, that is a preposterous idea. No one would ever think that 
they could somehow rush the normal growing process. Seeds require 
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the amount of time that they require. In God's plan, 
the time things take is the right time. People, 
however, get impatient. Our culture puts pressure 
on us to rush through everything. We live in an age 
of instant gratification. Seeds teach us that we need 
to learn to wait, to develop patience. Christian 
formation is a process of seed like growth. Patience 
is the key ingredient to transformational growth. 

Lesson Three: Seeds Grow at Different Rates 

Plant a package 
of seeds, and 
immediately you 
see diversity in 
the rate of 
growth. Some 
sprout almost 
immediately and 
begin a steady 
rate of growth. 

Late sprouters often become early bloomers. And 
some normal beginners end up stunted and sickly. 
Growth is rarely even, and it is often chaotic. 
Nothing we do will change this diversity. Where 
seeds are concerned, we are comfortable with 
different rates of development. This is not always 
true with our attitudes about Christian believers. We 
often adopt a "cookie-cutter" approach to disciple 
making that makes some seem advanced, while 
others lag behind. The seed teaches us that to 
mature in different ways at different times is the 
only true normal. 

Lesson Four: Change Happens in Stages 

Examine any plant as it grows from seed to 
maturity, and you will find that it is hard to believe 
you are looking at the same plant. While the growth 
follows a smooth process, it proceeds through 
distinct stages. These stages are marked by unique 
characteristics and are a measure for the relative 
health and well-being of the plant at any given time. 
Our spiritual development progresses through 
stages as well. Belief and inquiry deepen to 
devotion and discipleship. Learning and following 
evolve into teaching and leading. Growth within the 
community of faith matures to a life of service in the 
world. We move through ages and stages of faith 
development as we grow from seed to sapling to 
fruit-bearing tree. 

Lesson Five: Seeds Contain the Past and the 
Future 

Each seed is the product of previous generations 
and contains within it all the genetic code for the 
future. Seeds are filled with the information that 
yields transformation. Each generation builds upon 
the last and lays the foundation for the next 

generation. The Word of God is the information we 
contain — passed down throughout the ages and 
preserved in us for the future — that holds the power 
to transform us. When we give ourselves time to grow, 
we unleash the God-given power to become mature 
Christian disciples. 
Lesson Six: Seeds Have a Purpose Larger Than 
Themselves 

Growth is not the purpose of a seed, but a means to 
an end. Unless seeds give rise to new seeds, they fail 
to fulfill their purpose. Transformation never happens 
for its own sake. Change happens to lead us to a new 
place. Growth occurs that we might not only know 
more, but that we might do more. Seeds are judged, 
ultimately, on the fruit that they bear. Christians may 
never content themselves with growing in their 
knowledge and love of God. Growth that fails to lead 
to a change in behavior is cancerous, not healthy. We 
grow for a reason, and that reason is something much 
larger than any individual's needs. 

The lessons of the seed help us see Lent, not as a 
time of sacrifice and denial, but as a time of 
preparation and anticipation — preparation for the 
work to which God calls us and anticipation of the 
fullness of life that God promises.  

Written by Dan R. Dick a former staff member of the 
General Board of Discipleship 

 

GROW, PROCLAIM, SERVE 

On Sunday February 3rd the 
Children’s Sunday School Class had a 
lesson on Jesus’ parable of the sower. 

Always a fun parable to teach to kids.  

As children grow they begin to recognize cause-and-
effect relationships.  They see that if they drop a glass 
on the floor, the glass will break.  If they eat many 
sweets, they are likely to get a stomach ache.  They 
know that when you plant a seed and take care of it, a 
plant will likely grow.  They learn that if you treat 
someone kindly, that person is likely to treat you kindly 
in return. 

They ended the lesson by planting their own marigold 
seeds that morning.  We have been watching.  Week 
one all had sprouted except one.  We are now at week 
three and all are growing with several getting their 
second leaves.  Treated with kindness, tender care, 
and good soil, the children know the seeds will grow 
into healthy plants that they will take home and 
transplant outside.  We want them to know that by 
loving and obeying, by 
smiling and helping 
others, they are being 
the good soil that God 
wants them to be. 
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On Which Team Do You Belong? . . . a thought from Philippians 3:17 – 4:1 

Some people will do anything to win. The early days of baseball provide many notable examples. 

Before stadiums had permanent seats in the outfield, for example, teams were permitted to erect 

temporary bleachers or simply put up a rope if a large crowd was expected, and any ball hit into that 

area was ruled a ground-rule double. When Ty Cobb was managing the Tigers and a power-hitting 

team was visiting, he would have the grounds crew set up temporary bleachers, turning balls that 

might otherwise have been home runs into ground-rule doubles. And if the crowd wasn’t large enough 

to justify putting up the seats, Cobb would have the ground crew sit in those bleachers so the umpire 

would not order them removed. 

In Chicago, Cubs fans standing behind the outfield rope would push forward toward the infield when 

the home team was at bat thereby shortening the field and then back up several steps when the 

visitors came to bat thereby causing some would-be homers to fall short.  

When Bill Veeck owned the Cleveland Indians, he moved the outfield fences in or out depending on 

the lineup of the visiting team. When the league finally passed a rule prohibiting that, Veeck 

compensated: He would go out to the ball park at night, dig up home plate, and move it a few feet 

forward or backward. (1)  

Jed Hoyer, general manager of the Chicago Cubs, was very upset he was defeated by Theo Epstein, 

club president, in recent spring training bunting competition, which seems to be an emerging tradition.  

He said his wife was surprised he was still so upset the next day. (2) 

Yes, some people will do anything to win in sports, in business, in politics, in personal relationships, 

etc. Many of us by nature are very competitive. Since the drive to win is such powerful motivating 

force in our lives and since winning is so enthusiastically touted by our society, doesn’t it make sense 

that we should seek to win at those things that really matter? Why not apply the same level of 

intensity and energy to a game that is really worth the playing? 

St. Paul focuses our attention on two kinds of people. One kind has its mind on today 

and its gratifications. As he phrases it, "their god is their belly." In other words, they 

have no discipline, no self-restraint. Do you know anyone like that? There is no 

great purpose driving their lives. They are not conscious of any grand design to 

existence. They feel no high calling. They are content simply to live from one day to 

the next with their eyes fixed on this world.  

There is another kind of people, though. These people do sense a grand design to life. They feel that 

they are part of something purposeful and powerful. As participants in God’s plan for creation, they do 

seek to discipline and guide their lives following the best they know. Why? Because they are shaping 

themselves not only for this world, but also for the world to come. (3) Do you know anyone like that?  

The Lenten Season provides us each the opportunity to take a long look inside: our values, our 

purpose, our relationship with Jesus Christ. It makes us ask the question: On which team do I 

belong?           

             Pastor David 
1. Ron Luciano and David Fisher, REMEMBRANCE OF SWINGS PAST, New York: Bantam Books, 1988). 
2. ©Chicago Tribune, 2/16/13 
3. Thoughts from King Duncan, Dynamic Preaching, 2005  
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
Marissa Plock   March 12 
Donald Plock   March 12 
Ronald Plock   March 12 
Carter Reubin   March 20 
Mary Hayunga   March 26 
Kevin Daws    March 28 

 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
Jordan Plock   April 5 
Paige Reubin   April 17 
Tori Plowman   April 17 
Shauna Yeagle   April 27 
Marcy Russell   April 30 

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 
Luann & Dennis Ross  April 26 

 

 

 

We’d like to do an early Spring Cleaning at our main facility and 

at the newly acquired apartments for homeless guests, and we 

need the supplies to do that—would you help? 

Spring Cleaning Immediate Needs 

  33 GALLON TRASH BAGS 

  LAUNDRY SOAP 

  PAPER TOWELS 

  TOILET BOWL CLEANER 

  PINE CLEANER 

  DISH SOAP 
 

P.S. If it is more convenient, we can accept your cash donation 
to purchase these items—simply indicate that you want the funds 
to be designated for the purchase of one, some, or all of the 
above items.  Donations may be made on-line at 
www.carpentersplace.org or mailed to Carpenter’s Place, 1149 
Railroad Avenues, Rockford, IL  61104.  We are open to accept 
donations from 8:00 am to 4:30 pm Monday – Friday.  We are 
closed on holidays. 

We will be collecting these items at German Valley UMC 
from now until Sunday March 17

th
.  Please bring your items 

in and place them in the tub in the narthex.  Cash donations 
should be given to Don Plock or Pat Siemens 

 

 

  
March 3      Robert & Donna Plock 
Mach 10      Girl Scouts Troop 5210 
March 17      Don Plock  
March 24      The Miller Family  
March 31      The Reubin Family 
 

April 7       Robert & Donna Plock 
April 14       Ron & Denise Plock 
April 21        The Miller Family  
April 28        The Reubin Family 

 
  

March 3   Robert Plock 
Mach 10   Ron Plock 
March 17   Pat Siemens 
March 24   Chris Schnierla 
March 31    Don Plock 
 

April 7   Robert Plock  
April 14   Denise Plock  
April 21   Don Plock   
April 28    Tricia Reubin 
  

 
 

March 3    Robert Plock 
April 7    Don Plock 
    

Carpenter’s Place 

Spring Cleaning 

Immediate  

Needs List 
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Order Your Easter Lilies Today! 

Deadline Sunday, March 17th  

$10.00 Each 

It is time to think about Easter and 
ordering the Lilies that we would 
like to have placed in the names of 
the people in our lives we want to 
remember. So if you have someone 
you would like to place a lily in 
Memory of or in Honor of, please fill 
out the form below, or call Don 
Plock at 815-541-4782.  You may 
drop off the form or mail it to the 

church at P.O. Box 58, German Valley, IL  61039.  
The cost is the same as the last several years, 
$10.00 per plant.   

Donor’s Name Phone # 

  

Total Lily Plants Total Cost 

  

IN MEMORY OF: 

 

 

 

IN HONOR OF: 

 

 

 

 

 

50 DAYS OF WALKING 
WITH JESUS  

The Way:  
Walking in the 

Footsteps of 

Jesus 
Travel with Adam 
Hamilton as he retraces 
the life and ministry of 
Jesus Christ. Once again, 
Hamilton approaches his 
subject matter with 
thoughtfulness and wis-
dom, just as he did with 
Jesus’ crucifixion in 24 
Hours That Changed the 
World and with Jesus’ birth in The Journey. Read 
The Way on your own or, for a more in-depth study, 
enjoy it with a small group beginning April 7th. 

Using historical information, archaeological data, and 
stories of the faith, Hamilton follows in the footsteps 
of Jesus from his baptism to the temptations to the 
heart of his ministry, including the people he loved, 
the parables he taught, the enemies he made, and 
the healing he brought.  

Join Pastor David beginning Sunday April 7th at 2:00 
PM as he leads a small group study using the book 
“The Way: Following in the Footsteps of Jesus” and 
the accompanying DVD visuals each week as Adam 
Hamilton retraces the steps Jesus took.  This six 
week study will be done during the fifty days 
between Easter and Pentecost. the Hardcover books 
are available for $14.00 each.  Please contact Pastor 
David or the church office at 815-362-2124, for more 
information or to request a book. 

1. Sunday April 7th German Valley UMC 2:00PM 
Baptism and Temptation 

2. Sunday April 14th Winnebago UMC 2:00PM 
The Healing Ministry 

3. Sunday April 21st German Valley UMC 2:00PM 
Proclaiming the Kingdom 

4. Sunday April 28th Winnebago UMC 2:00PM 
Calming the Storms 

5. Sunday May 5th German Valley UMC 2:00PM 
Sinners, Outcasts, and the Poor 

6. Sunday May 12th Winnebago UMC 2:00PM The 
Final Week 
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HOLY WEEK AT GERMAN VALLEY UMC 

MARCH 24, 2013 PALM SUNDAY WORSHIP 8:30 AM – Join us during 

worship as we celebrate Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem.  The 

Children will begin the service by processing and waving palm 

branches as they did those many years ago when Jesus entered the 

city.  Join us for the music, passion and word.  Pastor David’s 

message will be “When You Feel Rejected,” part of his message 

series “Christ at the Crossroads.” 

MARCH 24, 2013 COMMUNITY CANTATA 7:00 PM – A community 

cantata entitled “It Would Take a Cross” will be performed at Grace 

Valley Christian Reformed Church 8210 E. Edwardsville Rd. German 

Valley, Illinois under the direction of Ron Plock.  Choir members from 

German Valley UMC, Grace Valley CRC, Silver Creek RCA, 

Baileyville RCA and Seward Congregational Church will all take part.  

Join us for an evening of inspiring music and fellowship. 

MARCH 28, 2013 MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE 7:00 PM – A joint 

Maundy Thursday Service will be held March 28
th 

here
 
at the German 

Valley United Methodist Church.  Along with Winnebago UMC and 

Silver Creek RCA we will remember the Last Supper that Jesus 

shared with his disciples.  Pastor Randy Knoll will give the message 

with Pastor David Decker assisting.  There will also be a special 

music presentation entitled “Remember” performed by the choirs of 

Silver Creek RCA and German Valley UMC. Holy Communion will be 

served.  Join us for a special night of music and worship. 

MARCH 31, 2013 EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE 7:00 AM – A 

Community Easter Sunrise Service will be held here at the German 

Valley UMC on Sunday March 31
st
 at 7:00 AM.  The service will be 

led by the area youth from German Valley United Methodist, Silver 

Creek Reformed, and Grace Valley Christian Reformed Churches.  

MARCH 31, 2013 EASTER SERVICE 8:30 AM - Join us March 31
st
 for 

the Easter Morning Worship at 8:30 AM.  The message, “When You 

Wonder if Christ is Alive,” will be given by Pastor David   The Adult 

Choir will be singing a couple upbeat songs to add to the celebration 

along with a new number with the Kid’s Choir entitled “I’m Singing.” 

Bring a neighbor, family member, or friend and share this great news. 

MARCH 31, 2013 EASTER EGG HUNT AFTER WORSHIP – There will 

be an Easter Egg Hunt following worship for all children attending.  

Everyone is welcome to watch and join in the fun. (Rain or Shine) 

HOLY WEEK 
MARCH 24-30, 2013 

       Definition: Holy Week 
is the week preceding Easter 
and the final week of Lent. 
Holy Week begins with Palm 
Sunday and ends with Holy 
Saturday, the day before 
Easter Sunday. Holy Week 
includes Holy Thursday (also 
known as Maundy Thursday) 
and Good Friday, which, 
together with Holy Saturday, 
are known as the Triduum. 
Before the revision of the 
liturgical calendar in 1969, 
Holy Week was the second 
week of Passiontide; in the 
current calendar, Passiontide 
is synonymous with Holy 
Week. 

       During Holy Week, 
Christians commemorate the 
Passion of Christ, Who died 
on Good Friday in reparation 
for the sins of mankind, and 
rose on Easter Sunday to 
give new life to all who 
believe. Thus, while Holy 
Week is solemn and sorrow-
ful, it also anticipates the joy 
of Easter through the recog-
nition of God's goodness in 
sending His Son to die for 
our salvation. 

Check out our Holy Week 
schedule to the right. 
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On Saturday April 13th, from 4:30 – 7:30 PM, the German Valley 

United Methodist Church will hold a Chicken N’ Biscuits Supper as a 

fundraiser for the church.  The menu will include Creamed Chicken 

and Biscuits, Salad or Applesauce, Dessert and Beverage.  Adults: 

$7.00, children 4-10 $4.00 and children 3 & under: free. For handicap 

access please use the front entrance.  Volunteers and food donations 

are being sought. Cash donations are needed to purchase lettuce 

and biscuits. A donation sign-up sheet is in the narthex of the church. 

Cakes are needed for dessert. If you can donate or volunteer please 

contact Don in the church office at 815-362-2124, or cell 815-541-

4782 or e-mail the church at gvumchurch@aeroinc.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DONATIONS NEEDED 

 6 - #10 Cans of Applesauce 
 

 Ranch and Western Salad 
Dressing 

 

 Shredded Cheddar Cheese 
 

 Shredded Carrots 
 

 Shredded Red Cabbage 
 

 Croutons 
 

 6 lbs. Onions 
 

 5 lbs. Carrots 
 

 4 Bunches of Celery 
 

 12 lbs. Frozen Peas and 
Carrots 

 

 25 lbs. Chicken Breasts 
 

 25 lbs Chicken Legs and 
Thighs 

 

 20 – 49oz. Cans of Chicken 
Broth 
 

 5 lbs. Flour 
 

 2 – 8 qt. Fruit Punch Mix 
 

 2 – 8 qt. Sugar Free 
Lemonade Mix 

 

 2 Gallons Milk 
 

 12 -  9”x13” Cakes 
 

 CASH – To Purchase 
Biscuits and Lettuce 

 

Call today to sign up for 

donations.  Thank You 
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Deer Ridge Ministries 8th Annual Prime Rib Dinner 
Dessert Auction will be held Friday, March 8th at 6:15 
p.m. at the Crossroads Community Church, 1668 
Crossroads Lane N, Freeport, Illinois. 

This year’s theme is "GET 
IN THE GAME!" A really 
fun evening is planned 
with inspiring testimonials 
and wonderful food. All of 
this is preceded by a 
dynamic and super fun 
dessert auction, reaching 

unimaginable numbers for the most beautiful cake 
creations - A SUPER NIGHT ALL AROUND!  

Plan to arrive at 6: 15 for tasty appetizers. View the 
dessert creations and you can choose your  
favorite sweets for bidding. The bidding begins 
before dinner, so don't be late!  

Bring a car full of friends, pool your funds to 
purchase a dessert, or buy a dessert and  
take it home for later. 
Tickets are still $25 each 
and include Prime Rib or 
Honey Mustard Chicken, if 
you prefer. Dessert is on 
you!  This is one of the 
most important (and fun) 
fundraisers of the Deer 
Ridge calendar year. You won't want to miss it! For 
ticket information contact us at 815.543.6250 or e-
mail at deckers@drmretreats.org. Pastor David also 
has tickets, so see him on Sunday. 

 

Kenneth A. Klenz    May 14, 1928 - January 14, 2013 
     

Kenneth A. Klenz was born, May 14, 
1928, the son of Rudolph and 
Phoebe (Ditsworth) Klenz. He 
attended schools in Pearl City and 
the Ridott area. Ken married Grace 
Viel on December 20, 1956, in Ridott.  

He farmed for many years and then 
worked at Kelley Springfield Tire 

retiring after 23 years. Upon retirement, Ken worked for 
a number of years for several auctioneers in the area. 
He was an active and devoted member of German 
Valley United Methodist Church.  

Ken enjoyed many things, including the local fairs, 
never missed an opportunity to attend the events. He 
also never missed a chance to attend a tractor or horse 
pull. Ken loved going to flea markets, swap meets and 
sales, finding treasures that he loved sharing with his 
family. He loved his family and provided many 
wonderful memories for them to cherish.  

Kenneth passed from this life, peacefully with a song in 
his heart, Monday, January 14, 2013, in Stephenson 
Nursing Center, Freeport, surrounded by his loving 
family, after battling Parkinson’s for many years.  

Ken is lovingly survived by his wife, Grace; children, 
Dixie McLain of Freeport; Kenneth (Geneva) Klenz of 
Machesney Park, Judith (David) Frautschy of Rockton, 
Nancy (James) Rose of Maryville, Tenn., and Mark 
(Theresa) Klenz of Rock City; grandchildren; David 
(Bethany) McLain, Dawn Johnsey, Lisa (Josh) Krebs, 
Kristin (Mark) Wulfekuhle, Heather Klenz, Jason 
(Stacy) Klenz, Sarah (special friend, Dennis Dirksen) 
Meyers, Miranda (David) Schulenberg, Nicole (Mark) 
Sivertsen, Dallas (special friend, Amanda Cunningham) 
Shippy, Mitchell Frautschy, Katie (special friend, Jacob 
Rice) Frautschy, Jesse Rose, Kevin Klenz, Jennifer 
(Tyler) Vails, Carl (Camryn) Klenz; 21 great-
grandchildren; brothers and sisters, Marjorie (Wilbur) 
Klapp of Freeport, Betty Borgmann of Forreston, Velda 
(Donald) Baal of Pecatonica, Darlene (Irving) 
Greenfield of Ridott, Vern of Dixon, Allen of Freeport, 
Phyllis (Allan) Ackerman of Freeport, and Gerald of 
Wis.; and many nieces and nephews. Predeceased by 
his parents; son-in-law, Walter McLain; brother-in-law, 
Ernest Borgmann and sisters-in-law, Patsy Klenz and 
Marlene Klenz. 
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Here is an update on the finances of the church after 
the first two months in 2013. 

Bank Balance January 1st  $    955.53 

 Income Expenses 

January *$ 6,887.32 $ 2,953.13 

February $ 2,638.00 $ 3,564.84 

Bank Balance February 28th  *$ 3,952.88 

* includes $4,761.32 sale of church stock 

It is hard to believe that we have completed two 
months in 2013 already.  The sun is shining brighter 
and its warmth can be felt a little more each day.  
Even though we still have snow on the ground we 
know it is melting because we can see and hear the 
water running. 

We have missed some of you this winter as the 
either the weather has made it difficult for you to 
attend or perhaps you were a few of the smart ones 
who traveled to warmer climates.  We look forward to 
your return and the warmer weather that should 
bring by that time. 

We would like to share a word of thanks from the 
conference for the $3,374.31 that was paid into the 
yearly apportionments.   

February 18, 2013  
Dear Brothers and Sisters,  

We are so grateful for your church's continued support of 
our shared mission and ministries at every level of the 
United Methodist Church through Apportionment Giving. 
Your church's contribution was combined with those of the 
375 other NIC churches for a total $6,564,511-an 
incredible $330,000 (or 5%) increase over 2011.  

A total of 222 churches (59% of the NIC) paid 100% of 
their apportionments in 2012, including 14 that gave 
above and beyond 100% and 37 that increased from less 
than 100% last year. An additional 69 churches increased 
the total percentage of apportionments they paid over 
2011.  

We recognize the great lengths many churches took to 
make 100% payment or a higher percentage than  
last year a reality. Many churches worked to increase 
awareness about apportionments within their pews. Other 
churches took up special offerings and organized fund 
raisers to make up the balance or send an additional year-
end payment. Still others made difficult budgetary 
decisions such as forgoing salary increases or decreasing 
program spending, all while remaining in critical mission 
with those in the community who need it the most. 

Through your faithful demonstration, the NIC was able to 
meet the 2012 budget and pay 100% of our conference's 
share of the General Church Apportionments for the  
fourth straight year. The Conference Council on Finance 
and Administration (CCFA) carefully stewarded ap-
portionment resources throughout the year, under 
spending the budget by $110,000 even while working on a 
broad array of ministries.  

God's call upon the United Methodist family reaches to 
every corner of the world. Our apportionment giving is 
truly enabling us to transform lives around the world: from 
the 100+ clients of JFON in Aurora who receive free, high-
quality immigration legal services and education; to the 
2,000 new worshippers at our New Faith Communities 
who are hearing the word in Christ in new and unique 
ways; to the 4,300 alumni of Africa University, which 
celebrates its 20t Anniversary next month, who are 
already at work in Africa--improving nutrition and health, 
making disciples, and nurturing stable and sustainable  
communities. We can only realize this call because of your 
sacrificial giving through apportionments.  

We are exceedingly grateful for every dollar given in 
support of our shared mission and ministry. We pray that 
every effort you make as a part of our connectional church 
not only be felt and celebrated, but also be enriching to 
your ministry as we work together to advance the 
transformative love of Christ in every corner of the world.  

Lonnie Chafin       Merrie Bunt 
NIC Treasurer      NIC Apportionments Administrator  
 

One of the ways we work to pay into the 
apportionments are through church fundraisers 
such as our upcoming Chicken n’ Biscuit Supper.  
Your donations and support of this event helps the 
church’s finances be able to keep the bills current 
and help to pay into apportionment and mission 
giving. Please see how you can help with the 
upcoming supper in this newsletter.  Thank you. 
 

 

GIRL SCOUT SUNDAY MARCH 10TH 

On Sunday March 10th we will observe 
Girl Scouting during the 8:30 AM 
worship service.  The Girl Scouts 
Troop 5210 that meet at our church 
will serve as greeters that Morning.  
Their leaders are Tricia Reubin and RaeAnn Miller. 
We look forward to seeing them in uniform helping 
with our morning worship. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD TO MEET 
The Administrative board will meet on Tuesday 
April16th at 6:30 PM. Please mark your calendars 
and plan to attend. This will be the second quarterly 
meeting of 2013.   
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FOREVER GRATEFUL 
(Presented November 2012) 

Last Sunday, Pastor Dave talked about gratitude, and he asked me if I would share my 
thoughts about the subject. 

 It’s easy to be grateful for the good things that come my way. It doesn’t take much effort to be 
thankful for blessings such as: 

 John and Regina (Husband and Daughter) 

 My brothers, sisters, nieces, nephews and cousins 

 My church family 

 My job 

It’s easy to tell God how happy I am that I’m in good health—that I live in a democratic 
society—that I have plenty of food to eat—and that I have warm clothes to wear. 

However, often I find that it difficult to praise God when the rough times come and they do. I 
find it extremely hard to thank God when the storms are swirling around me, my family or my friends. 

 Recently, the husbands of two of my friends died—one in an accidental drowning and the other 
from cancer. In times like these, I question and wonder about life. The other day when I was thinking 
about Carol and Pat and their grief and sorrow, I realized that I’m grateful that both are blessed with 
family and friends who care so very much about them—who are walking beside them through these 
dark days. And, I know God is with them too. 

 When I look back on my life, I am grateful that God has always been there for me—even when 
I didn’t believe, even when I felt so lost and broken, and even when I didn’t realize He was there. 

 So for me, I’m most grateful that God loves me and you, knowing He will always be there for 
us every day of our lives. 

 In closing, I want to read a Bible verse to you. It is from 1 Chronicles 16:34 – O give thanks to 
the Lord, for He is good; for His loving kindness is everlasting. 

Rose Briani-Burden – Winnebago UMC 

GRATEFUL  
(Presented November 2012) 

 Gratitude is defined as "the quality of being thankful; readiness to show appreciation for and to 

return kindness." I don't have to look very far around me to see how many blessings I have. Yet I still 

have moments when I feel sorry for myself. And then I remember what someone once told me that 

"there's always somebody who has worse problems than you do." When I think about the blessings I 

have, I think about this church.  

 After we were married I became a member of this church. Ron and I raised our children here. 

We have experienced many wonderful times in this church and have gotten to know many special 

people. I am thankful this church still plays a vital role in this community and hopefully will continue 

into the future. I am thankful for our pastor who inspires us weekly to be better Christians. And when I 

think about all of my blessings, it makes me   want to give back for all that I have gotten. I want to be 

a person as the definition says who shows appreciation and returns kindness. Thanks be to  

God.  

Denise Plock – German Valley UMC 
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A man was blissfully driving along the highway, 
when he saw the Easter Bunny hopping across 
the middle of the road. He swerved to avoid 
hitting the Bunny, but unfortunately the rabbit 
jumped in front of his car and was hit. The 
basket of eggs went flying all over the place. 
Candy, too. 

The driver, being a sensitive man as well as an 
animal lover, pulled over to the side of the road, 
and got out to see what had become of 
the Bunny carrying the basket. Much to his 
dismay, the colorful Bunny was dead. The driver 
felt guilty and began to cry. A woman driving 
down the same highway saw the man crying on 
the side of the road and pulled over. She 
stepped out of her car and asked the man what 
was wrong. 

"I feel terrible," he explained, "I accidentally hit 
the Easter Bunny and killed it. What should I 

do?" The woman told the man not to worry. She 
knew exactly what to do. She went to her car 
trunk, and pulled out a spray can. She walked 
over to the limp, dead Bunny, and sprayed the 
entire contents of the can onto the little furry 
animal. 

Miraculously the Easter Bunny came back to life, 
jumped up, picked up the spilled eggs and 
candy, waved its paw at the two humans and 
hopped on down the road. 50 yards away the 
Easter Bunny stopped, turned around, waved 
and hopped on down the road another 50 yards, 
turned, waved, hopped another 50 yards and 
waved again!!!! 

The man was astonished. He said to the 
woman, "What in heaven's name is in your spray 
can?" The woman turned the can around so that 
the man could read the label. It said: 
"Hair spray. Restores life to dead hair -- Adds 
permanent wave." 
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Burned Biscuits - A lesson we all should learn. 

When I was a kid, my Mom liked to make breakfast food for dinner every 
now and then. I remember one night in particular when she had made 
breakfast after a long, hard day at work. On that evening so long ago, my 
Mom placed a plate of eggs, sausage and extremely burned biscuits in front 
of my dad. I remember waiting to see if anyone noticed! All my dad did was 
reach for his biscuit, smile at my Mom and ask me how my day was at 
school. I don't remember what I told him that night, but I do remember 
watching him smear butter and jelly on that ugly burned biscuit. He ate every 
bite of that thing...never made a face nor uttered a word about it! 

When I got up from the table that evening, I remember hearing my Mom apologize to my dad for burning 
the biscuits. And I'll never forget what he said, "Honey, I love burned biscuits every now and then."  Later 
that night, I went to kiss Daddy good night and I asked him if he really liked his biscuits burned. He wrapped 
me in his arms and said, "Your Mom put in a hard day at work today and she's real tired. And besides--a 
little burned biscuit never hurt anyone!" 

 As I've grown older, I've thought about that many times. Life is full of imperfect things and imperfect people. 
I'm not the best at hardly anything, and I forget birthdays and anniversaries just like everyone else. But what 
I've learned over the years is that learning to accept each other's faults and choosing to celebrate each 
other’s differences is one of the most important keys to creating a healthy, growing, and lasting relationship. 

And that's my prayer for you today...that you will learn to take the good, the bad, and the ugly parts of your 
life and lay them at the feet of God. Because in the end, He's the only One who will be able to give you a 
relationship where a burnt biscuit isn't a deal-breaker! 

We could extend this to any relationship. In fact, understanding is the base of any relationship, be it a 
husband-wife or parent-child or friendship! 
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