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NEW AND MORE NEIGHBORS! 
HIGHLIGHTS OF ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

The 175th Northern Illinois Annual Conference was held June 8th through 
the 10th at Pheasant Run Resort in St. Charles, Illinois.  Pastors, Annual 
Conference Lay Members, Alternates, Guests and Conference Staff 
gathered to worship, discuss, legislate, learn and fellowship as a 
community of United Methodists from the Northern Illinois Conference 
and beyond. 

Representing the Winnebago and German Valley UMCs were lay 
members Traci Hartsock and Don Plock as well as Pastors Keith 
Kelsey-Powell and Matthew Smith. As we each arrived and registered 
early Sunday afternoon we were greeted by United Methodists from all 
corners of our conference.  Finding our way to the Mega Center we all 
found our assigned tables and greeted our table guests who would 
share this annual conference with us for the next two and a half days.  
Tables are assigned to include both clergy and laity.  

 During the Opening Worship and Episcopal Address, Bishop Sally 
Dyck’s message entitled “New and More 
Neighbors!” was based on Mathew 15: 
21-28 which in the NRSV reads…  

21 Jesus left that place and went away to 
the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just then 
a Canaanite woman from that region 
came out and started shouting, “Have 
mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my 
daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23 

But he did not answer her at all. And his 
disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps 
shouting after us.” 24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of 
the house of Israel.” 25 But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, 
help me.” 26 He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and 
throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the 
crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, 
“Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her 
daughter was healed instantly. 

(The following is some of Bishop Dyck’s address which includes some  
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goals for 2014-2015.)   

The context of the story is that Jesus has wandered 
far from his familiar territory.  He’s outside the Jewish 
territory and inside Tyre and Sidon, now known as 
Lebanon.  Perhaps he went there because he had 
become embattled with the religious scholars and 
Pharisees over law and love; a common controversy 
between them.  It got a little hot so he traveled into 
Gentile territory.   

There a woman came to him, begging for mercy for 
her daughter who was suffering terribly from demon 
possession.  At first Jesus ignores her.  It’s as if she 
is invisible and mute, even though it says that she is 
shouting for mercy.  The disciples are equally 
unsympathetic toward her and urge Jesus to get rid 
of her. 

Who is this Jesus and why is he acting like this?  
Biblical scholars vary in their opinions because it 
really is a strange story about Jesus, not exactly 
putting him in a good light.  It’s even worse than it 
may seem.  She’s called a Canaanite woman in 
Matthew (in Mark she’s referred to as a Syro-
Phoencian woman).  Calling her a Canaanite means 
that she was an indigenous woman; a common and 
more derogatory term for her.   

When Jesus tells her that he has come only for his 
own people, she has the gumption to challenge him.  
He tells her that it’s not good to take the children’s 
bread and toss it to the dogs under the table. He 
calls her a dog!  This isn’t an affectionate term by 
any means, like she’s some cute lap dog, but an 
offensive slur used against Gentiles like her. 

What are we to make of Jesus?  In the early church 
as it was moving from predominantly Jewish 
Christians to Gentile Christians there were a lot of 
tensions.  It was difficult for the Jewish Christians to 
accept the Gentile Christians.  Paul later wrote in his 
epistles about the need for a more excellent way—
the way of love—as people came together in 
community; unity in the midst of their diversity.   

It is as if here a mirror is being held up to the early 
church.  Can you imagine Jesus acting like this?  
No? “Then, why are you acting like this toward your 
neighbors who are different from you?” I think the 
gospel writer is saying to the readers. 

This past year we have been working on seeing and 
loving our neighbors.  In my Episcopal address, I 
prefer to look forward so I encourage you to read the 
latest copy of The Reporter or go online to read my 
report on our initiatives from last year.  But this is 
Year 2 of Who Is My Neighbor and I am calling us to 

continue to grow in our awareness, understanding 
and love for some specific neighbors. 

Many of you are familiar with Lovett Weems, a UM 
church consultant, for his statement: 

The United Methodist Church in the United States 
has a future only to the extent that it can find ways to 
reach more people, younger people, and more 
diverse people. 

Recently I was struck by the phrase: only to the 
extent…that we can reach more people, younger 
people, and more diverse people.  Our future with 
hope depends upon our living out this story of Jesus 
where he has a change of heart toward his neighbor. 

GOALS FOR 2014 – 2015 
NEW CHURCH STARTS AND REDEVELOPMENT 

We are called to reach more people with the gospel 
of Jesus Christ.  As we celebrate 175 years of being 
an annual conference, we need to remember our 
history of starting new churches.  I like to say that 
local churches are like turtles.  If you see a turtle on 
a stump, you know it didn’t get there by itself.  If a 
local church is in existence, you know that it had 
some help along the way, especially as it got started.  
The older the church—some of you are 175 years 
old or more—the more we forget that someone 
helped get us get started.   

We all need to continue to give to Harvest 2020 
funds for new church starts.  Our goal is 9 new faith 
communities this year and into the following 
conference year; we are working to make sure that 
at least one of those is a predominantly African 
American new church start. 

But we also need to significantly strengthen at least 
12 existing congregations through the Turnaround 
Church Coaching process so that people who have 
been disappointed and even hurt by churches, and 
people who are much like this Canaanite woman and 
her daughter—believing that there’s something about 
Jesus that can make a difference in their lives!—will 
find a spiritual home with us. 

GOALS FOR 2014 – 2015 
VITAL CONGREGATIONS CHANGE COMMUNITIES 

Our vitality really comes from developing the vitality 
of Christians through the discipleship practices of our 
congregations, but also from our outreach to the 
community.  We continue our theme of “Who is My 
Neighbor?” because it continues to challenge with 
each new neighbor we meet. The Canaanite woman 
was an “indigenous” person in the area where Jesus 
was.  We can’t help but be reminded that our 175 
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years of being an annual conference is because it 
was then that the US militia, aided by our own 
esteemed President Abraham Lincoln, pushed the 
Native Americans led by Chief Blackhawk back 
across the Mississippi River, making it “now safe” as 
the history books read, for people from the East 
Coast and Europe to settle these parts.   

While Methodists in this part of the country were 
abolitionists, the truth is that they were also among 
some of the most unmerciful toward the Native 
Americans at the same time.  But we all have much 
to repent.  We will begin at our first Act of 
Repentance on September 13/20, 2014 in the 
Naperville area and I encourage all of us to learn 
more about our history and to participate in 
recognizing the pain of our Native American brothers 
and sisters.  

There is a totally invisible character in this story 
about Jesus and the Canaanite woman and that is 
the woman’s daughter; a child who is suffering 
perhaps alone, silently, invisibly, terribly.  

So how are the children?  Many of them are not 
doing so well and I’m asking that all of us as United 
Methodists in the NIC make the children in our 
communities a priority.  Whether you have children in 
your church or not!  There are children in your 
community and they need your help just as this 
woman’s child needed the help of Jesus.  

Some children in our communities suffer from the 
demons of poverty and poverty-related issues, such 
as hunger, even violence, and drugs and addiction—
their own and that of their parents; sexual and 
domestic abuse; the lack of quality education; and 
neglect, including spiritual neglect.  Like the child in 
this story about Jesus, they may be silently, invisibly, 
terribly suffering…but like Jesus we are called to 
reach out, heal, educate, love, and give hope to the 
children in all our communities. 

I’m asking that every church have a ChildAdvocate 
who will raise the concerns for mercy and justice for 
the children in the community who have no voice.  
Part of that includes the children of poverty but 
Mother Teresa used to say that there are many kinds 
of poverty.  In the West, she said, poverty isn’t just 
about hunger but it’s a poverty of love and care. It’s a 
spiritual poverty.  The children need our help and it’s 
a calling to the elderly, to UMM, and UMW (who 
have traditionally raised concerns for children).  All 
are needed to work for the well-being of the children. 
We will be providing resources for these Child 
Advocates and we urge you to sign up. I encourage 
every congregation to talk to the principal of the local 

school to find out how you can help the school 
educate and care for the children.  There’s no school 
system in Illinois that’s doing so well that it doesn’t 
need a little help.  But you need to listen to what they 
need.  For instance, the CPS needs mentors for all 
its students; mentors, not mittens.  Don’t bring 
mittens, bring mentors!  Partner with the school 
according to their needs. 

Some children need 
Safe Havens; places 
they can go when 
school isn’t in 
session: after school, 
during breaks and 
vacations.  They 
need to be 

somewhere they can 
get something to eat, 
continue to learn, and again, be loved.  Many 
districts may have funds that you don’t know about 
that can help support these programs; it’s worth 
finding out about them!  

Will we as the church be the advocate for the 
children in our communities?   

We also have experienced the vitality of 
congregations which have participated in INM.  
Through various fundraising activities as well as 
learning more about our neighbors who suffer from 
malaria—and I think we learned about our own NIC 
clergy and laity who have had malaria—we need to 
finish our efforts in pledging at least $1 M toward 
eliminating deaths by malaria.  More will be reported 
later in this service as we take up the Bishop’s 
Appeal offering for INM in a few minutes. 

And now, I want to say something about our need to 
grow in our capacity to reach out to LGBTQ persons 
and families in all our communities.  I honestly don’t 
know how you read this story about Jesus and the 
Canaanite woman, nestled in the scriptural context of 
Jesus’ conversations with the religious authorities of 
his day on law and love, and not come out of it 
understanding that we are called to love all people, 
and I do mean all.  Jesus changed his mind and 
heart toward her!  He interpreted his own mission 
differently as a result of his encounter with her.  And 
he affirmed her faith. 

People hold diverse opinions about human sexuality 
even in this annual conference, but since 2006 
alone, 23 petitions have been passed by this annual 
conference to go on record or to call the general 
church—crying for mercy—to see our LGBTQ 
members and families as children of God, of sacred 

Bishop's Appeal Offering 
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worth, without qualification!  And to hear the cries of 
members, clergy, and families to be welcomed and 
recognized in all ways, including life-long com-
mitments to each other through marriage and or-
dination.  

No matter what your position on human sexuality is, 
the reality is that all of us, especially clergy, need to 
grow in our capacity to understand and care for 
LGBTQ families because they are in all our 
churches—and I do mean all—and no matter what 
your conviction on same-sex marriage, we have an 
obligation to provide pastoral care.  I anticipate 
having a gathering of clergy in September that will 
among other things learn more about the unique 
pastoral needs of our LGBTQ persons and families, 
even our own clergy families. 

Jesus didn’t require the Canaanite woman to disown 
or deny her daughter as the church continues to ask 
of our own clergy and members by denying the full 
benefits of the church to them. Frank Schaefer is 
here with us at annual conference as a guest of 
MFSA. His credentials were removed by trial in 
another annual conference because he performed a 
same-sex marriage for his son and his son’s partner. 
He represents the struggle within our church; not just 
a struggle about human sexuality but about what it 
means to be a father, United Methodist, a follower of 
Jesus.  We welcome him into our midst. 

There are those who are 
calling for an “amicable 
separation” of the UMC.  
The call makes it sound as 
if that will take away all the 
pain—for everyone on the 
matter of full inclusion.  It 
won’t.  It will only further 
damage the witness of our 
faith and many families, 
friends, and local churches.  
It will damage the mission 

of our church.  It will incur a 
financial, missional, 

relational, and historical cost to our church and its 
witness.  All the good we’ve done will be jeopardized 
and potentially destroyed.  The benign use of the 
phrase “amicable schism” suggests that there will be 
some clean, clear and easy division of people, 
churches, money and assets, not to mention 
mission, outreach, and momentum in growing more 
vital congregations.  

I hopeful that there is a rising voice and work to find 
a way forward for our church but I also hope that all 
of you who care deeply about the church and its 

mission will pray and work for the health and 
strength of the United Methodist Church. Now is not 
the time to lose sight of the good that we have done, 
continue to do and provide to the wider Christian 
church, and can yet do.   

I have a dream that we will be a church, here in NIC, 
that loves and welcomes and supports all LGBTQ 
persons and families…and holds up a mirror to the 
whole church, the general church, in terms of how 
beautiful it can be to be an open and welcoming 
place for all people.  And while there isn’t full 
agreement on same-sex marriage, we are called to 
bear one another in love, in humility, gentleness and 
patience with each other, accepting each other with 
love and making the effort to preserve the unity of 
the Spirit with the peace that ties us together as one 
body in Christ (from Ephesians 4:2-3). 

Therefore, I believe that our future with hope is 
making the dream of a church with more people, 
younger people, and more diverse people a reality in 
our midst! 

I have a dream that we will keep our focus on the 
mission that includes the children of our 
communities, giving ourselves to them so as to give 
them hope for a future through a good education and 
love that feeds both the body and the soul!  

I have a dream that we will extend our arms far and 
wide to our Native American brothers and sisters and 
to the many cultural perspectives in each of our 
congregations that make us so richly able to reach 
more people, younger people, and more diverse 
people with the love and grace of Jesus Christ.  This 
is our future with hope just as it was the future of the 
church to welcome Gentiles! 

I have a dream that our hearts—yours and mine—
will be touched as Jesus’ heart was touched by the 
Canaanite woman…and we will find healing in our 
church and in our communities like the daughter 
gripped by an unclean spirit. 

I have a dream that we will not only meet our $1 M 
pledge to eliminate deaths by malaria, but blast right 
past it as other conferences have done, saving lives 
as we do. 

I have a dream that with all the talent, gifts and skills, 
the diversity of all kinds that we have in this annual 
conference we can do great things for God, we can 
do far more than any of us could ever ask or 
imagine. 

I have a dream that we will be like Jesus in our love 
for God and our neighbor! 

Ordination Service 
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I have a dream! 
Bishop Sally Dyck, June 8, 2014 

Here are a few more highlights that we would like to 
share. 

 Looking ahead to 2016, the Annual Conference 
elected the General and Jurisdictional delegation 
so it can have two years instead of only one year 
to work together as a group. 

 Legislative action included changes to the 
mandatory clergy health insurance plan giving 
those who qualify the option to participate in the 
Affordable Care Act exchange marketplace under 
a one-year pilot program. 

 Other action included changes to streamline the 
standing rules, the formation of a Restorative and 
Transformative Justice committee, support of 
Marriage Equality and Pastors who minister to 
them (which was challenged from the floor 
requiring Bishop Dyck to issue a written ruling on 
it), and the recognition of Marcy Newberry 
Association’s 130 years of ministry and service 
on Chicago’s west side. 

 Author and speaker Diana Butler Bass talked 
about the vitality of today’s churches during her 
keynote presentations. Like the two disciples on 
the walk to Emmaus with Jesus, Bass said we 
don’t always see what’s immediately in front of 
us. She outlined a framework using a Tinker Toy 
model to demonstrate the multi-dimensions of 
21st century world views from pre-modernism to 
modernism. 

 Bishop Dyck ordained 6 elders and one deacon. 
There was one recognition of orders into full 
membership and one recognition of orders of a 
provisional member. Two deaconesses who were 
consecrated at the UMW Assembly were 
commissioned. Bishop Dyck also commissioned 
4 deacons and 17 for the work of an elder. 

 Hundreds of baby items were donated to the 
Midwest Mission Distribution center for layette 
kits. The generosity of the conference continued 
with two special offerings. The 2nd annual 
Bishop’s Appeal raised $47,328 for Imagine No 
Malaria and the offering during the Ordination 
Service went towards the Ministerial Eduction 
Fund (MEF) totaling $6,347. 

 

PASTOR MATTEW JAMES SMITH 

 
Pastor Matt Smith and wife Lisa 

Personal: I was born to 2nd grade and high school 
science teachers, and grew up in Warren, IL. I was 
baptized and confirmed at the Warren UMC, though I 
didn’t attend much as my parents were primarily C & 
E’s. Mostly what I remember about those years was 
that my grandfather would pick me up after Sunday 
school and we’d go and get a donut and a newspaper. 

During the school year I would help my father with 
janitorial duties at the church (I took the job fully for a 
couple of years during college), and I mowed the 
church and parsonage lawns during the summers. I 
also worked 20-40 hours a week at the local grocery 
store saving money for college. 

Once I was confirmed, however, I ran from the spiritual 
side of church as soon as my parents would let me. I 
didn’t return to God for 15 years. After a conversion 
experience 7 years ago, I was led to walk through the 
doors of Faith UMC in Freeport, where I found myself 
home again. 

In 2009, I met the love of my life, 
Lisa, and married her in 2011. In 
the spring of 2012, I received the 
Call to ministry while serving on 
the Walk to Emmaus retreat. For 
several months I fought it…I 
denied it…I tried to find a way out 
of it…but eventually God hit me 
upside the head with the proverbial 
2x4 and I accepted His leading. 

Our beautiful daughter Liliana 
was born in January 2013 and 

last fall I started my Masters of Divinity degree classes 
at the University of Dubuque Theological Seminary. 

Professional: After graduating from Warren High 
School, I attended Auburn University in Alabama where 
I quickly learned that my dream of being an engineer 
would die with my calculus grades. I came home, 
received my Associates degree from Highland and my 
Bachelors from the University of Wisconsin-
Platteville…both in business. In the middle of 8 years in 
the retail and catalog industries, I received my M.B.A. in 
Leadership from Illinois State. Most recently, I was 
Business Manager and co-owner of a small technology 
company in Freeport and also taught for several years 
at Blackhawk Technical College in Monroe, WI. 

Liliana “Lily” Smith 
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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR MATT… 

 

 Nearly all of Paul’s letters to the early 
churches began, in some form or another, with this 
greeting. In a couple cases, these letters (e.g. 
Romans) were written to churches that he had not 
yet visited, and were used as letters of introduction. I 
thought it very fitting and appropriate to use his 
words to introduce myself to you.  

 Before I write another word, I just want to 
make it clear how truly honored and humbled I am to 
be your new pastor. As I have visited with many of 
you over the past few weeks, I’ve been overwhelmed 
with wonderful stories of the ministries of these two 
churches, an uplifting sense of pride and feelings of 
accomplishment, and an exciting zeal for “what’s 
next.” I feel so encouraged by this that it makes me 
truly eager to see where God will be leading us 
together over the next weeks, months and years. 

 I know you don’t know me yet, but I’m really 
just a simple, small town guy. I grew up in Warren 
and though I live in Freeport, I do not call it home. 
Unlike many of my brothers and sisters in ministry in 
this conference...I have no desire to do ministry in 
Chicago, in the suburbs, or even in Rockford. 
Frankly, Freeport is on the edge of being too big for 
me. I want to live and work and raise my family in 
small town Illinois. Places where, for better or worse, 
everyone knows everything about everyone. Places 
where my daughter (and future children) can safely 
ride her bike, or run and play at a neighbors. Places 
where it takes half an hour to get a gallon of milk at 
the store, because I’ve run into so many 
parishioners, neighbors, and friends. Places, like 
when I walked out of German Valley UMC the other 
day, where I can tell instantaneously that someone 
has been spreading manure...and it makes me smile.  

 It was a shock when I received my Call from 
God to enter the ministry, but it has turned into such 
a major blessing already. Likewise, it was a shock a 
month or so ago, when District Superintendent Lisa 
Kruse-Safford informed me that the Bishop wanted 
to appoint me to Winnebago and German 
Valley...and we would need to uproot our entire 
family in a little over a month. However, as I take 

stock in the wonderful people I have met and the 
excitement that I can feel in the air in both 
congregations, I am certain that God will convert this 
shock into a major blessing as well...for all of us.  

 I would encourage you all to be in worship on 
July 6th as I will begin a sermon series entitled, 
“Calibrating.” It will be a five week series in which I 
will attempt to allow you to get to know me, my 
personality and worship style, my theology and 
anything else God puts on my heart to reveal to you. 
The first Sunday is “Who am I?”, which is a 
discussion of my call story and the story of how I 
came to be standing in your pulpit. The title of the 
second Sunday is, “Who are you?” which is more my 
expression of what I’ve seen so far of those of you 
I’ve met, a little bit about why we are all Methodist, 
as well as a bit about what my expectations are of 
you. The next week in “Why are we here?” we will 
discuss the true purpose of why we all come 
together on Sunday mornings. The fourth topic is, 
“Where are we going?” in which I will lay out some 
ideas concerning where I see these wonderful 
congregations going in the near future. Finally, after 
a couple of weeks off in which I had pre-planned 
vacation, we will conclude the series with “How do 
we get there?” I think this will be an excellent 
opportunity for us all to get to know one another, at 
least in terms of Sunday worship.  

 In all of this, I do realize and completely 
understand that I am a new pastor...but that also 
means that I am a teachable pastor. In addition to 
my professors at seminary, you all are my teachers. I 
would ask that, at all times, you let me know how I’m 
doing and where you think I might be able to 
improve. I’m not perfect, and you’ll never hear me 
say that I am. I make mistakes just like everyone 
else...and I’m going to make them in my ministry. I 
would ask for your grace and forgiveness...as I 
promise to strive to make them as minimal as 
possible. 

 Finally, again I just want to say how truly 
honored I am to be your pastor. It has been a truly 
wonderful experience thus far and I’m very excited 
about what the future will hold. 

 I end with Paul’s benediction from his second 
letter to the church in Thessalonica.  

 “Now may the Lord of peace 
himself give you peace at all 
times and in all ways. The Lord 
be with all of you.” 

Take care and God bless,  
Pastor Matt 
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JULY BIRTHDAYS 
Gavin Cerney          July 4 
Debbie Daws          July 5 
Avery Schnierla          July 7 
Dylan Daws          July 8 
Helen Butler          July 8 
Shirley Myers          July 11 
Barbara Hayunga         July 12 
Luann Ross          July 14 
Bryce Miller          July 17 
Leona Beyer                  July 18 
Jeff Russell          July 23 
Roger Hayunga          July 27 

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 
Kenneth & Charlotte Beyer       July 24 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
Rebecca Buttel     August 5 
Denise Plock     August 21 
Grace Klenz     August 22 
Kathryn Epling     August 28 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 
Walt & Patricia Siemens   August 16 
Rick & Sue Neblock    August 23 

CHURCH DIRECTORY 
UPDATES 

The 2014 Church Direct-
ories will be updated after 
Pastor Matt and family 

begins this July.  Please check and make sure 
your address, phone numbers, and e-mails are 
correct and current.  Please turn in any changes 
to the church office by the end of August.  Are 
we missing your picture?  Please send us a 
digital image in jpeg format so we can add it to 
the directory.  Both pictures and information may 
be sent by e-mail to the church office at 
gvumchurch@aeroinc.net.  Thank you. 

 

GREETER’S SCHEDULE 

July 6                     Robert & Donna Plock 
July 13         Evelyn Diddens 
July 20          Ron & Denise Plock 
July 27                  Don Plock 

August 3                         The Miller Family 
August 10                 Larry & Shirley Stein 
August 17                         Evelyn Diddens 
August 24                                  Don Plock 
August 31                Alvie & Shirley Myers 

LAY READER’S SCHEDULE 

July 6             Robert Plock 
July 13                                  Shirley Stein 
July 20                                      Ron Plock 
July 27                                  Corbin Miller 

August 3                                             N/A 
August 10                             Shirley Stein 
August 17                                 Don Plock 
August 24                                Chris Stein 
August 31                             Pat Siemens 

COMMUNION ASSISTANT 

July 6                                    Robert Plock 
August 3                             RaeAnn Miller 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SERVE? 

Volunteers to serve in 
the above ministry 
opportunities are an 
ongoing need.  We 
are now signing up volunteers for the 
September/October positions.  If you would like 
to serve please sign up in the church narthex or 
call the church office.  Greeters may be singles, 
couples, or families.  We ask that lay readers be 
around junior high age and up and be able to 
read in front of a group. 
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May/June--Church Checking 

Checking Bal. April 30, 2014 $2,221.57  

Deposits Expenses 

$ 9,304.77 $ 10,225.62 

Checking Bal. June 30, 2014 $1,300.72  

We look back at the end of spring and the 
beginning of summer as a transitional time at 
German Valley UMC.  Pastor Keith Kelsey-
Powell was finishing his interim time here with 
us, the Bishop and cabinet had announced an 
appointment of a new pastor to begin July 1st, 
and we were anxiously awaiting the chance to 
meet the one chosen to be the new Servant of 
God who would be working here at German 
Valley UMC. 

And during this transition time the church 
continues on.  We worshipped, fellowshipped, 
prayed, and continued the business of the 
church daily.  Some things to take notice of are 
that on May 18th we began our campaign for 
Imagine No Malaria and began our efforts to 
raise $2,600 as our pledge this cause.  As of 
writing this, (7/21) we are pleased to announce 
that we have already raised $450 towards that 
goal. We also delivered a $100 donation to the 
Bishop’s Appeal during annual conference that 
also will go towards Imagine No Malaria; 
however this is not counted towards our goal. 
We also took a special offering on June 22 for 
Peace with Justice Sunday. 

During German Valley Days we ran our annual 
Ice Cream and Caramel Corn Booth.  
Unfortunately this year’s smaller crowds and 
being rained out on Saturday evening proved 
too much of an impact on our fundraising efforts.  
We fortunately covered all expenses but our just 
under $200 profit was down about $800 from 

previous years.  We are thankful for all who 
volunteered and donated. 

Ice Cream & Caramel Corn Fundraiser 2014 

Expenses $  1,088.56 

Deposits $  1,276.00 

2014 Fundraiser Profit $  187.44  

Another donation we made was our annual 
donation to Vacation Bible School of $300.  We 
consider this as mission outreach and use funds 
from the mission savings to donate to VBS. 

We are planning our fall spaghetti supper for the 
beginning of October.  Please watch for more 
details in the future. 

Thank you for your continued support of the 
ministries here at German Valley UMC with your 
tithes, offerings and gifts.   

IMAGINE NO MALARIA UPDATE 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS CONFERENCE NEARS $1 

MILLION MALARIA GOAL 

JUNE 13, 2014~ ST. CHARLES, ILLINOIS 

Last June, the Northern Illinois Annual (regional) 
Conference accepted a motion to raise $1 
million for Imagine No Malaria, the 
comprehensive effort by The United Methodist 
Church to eradicate death by malaria on the 
continent of Africa. 

Just one year later, the conference is close to 
surpassing that goal. 

 
Ernest Jusu, a nurse working with the United Methodist 
Church's Imagine No Malaria campaign, helps hang a new, 
insecticide-treated mosquito net at the home of Peter 
Braima in Manjama, near Bo, Sierra Leone. Photo by Mike 
DuBose 
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During the June 8-10 annual conference 
session, a bishop’s appeal offering of more than 
$42,000, a $10,000 donation from The Seoul 
South Annual Conference of the Korean 
Methodist Church and other donations helped 
boost the $811,000 already raised to $868,000. 

Bishop Jun Taek Lim of the Seoul South Annual 
Conference, Korean Methodist Church — along 
with his wife and nine district superintendents — 
visited the conference to personally deliver the 
$10,000 donation to the campaign. Seoul South 
is the Northern Illinois Conference’s sister 
conference. 

Lim said malaria was eradicated in Korea 
several decades ago and he’s saddened that 
other parts of the world still struggle with the 
disease. “We are so glad to be part of this 
contribution with our sister conference with 
whom we are in mission together,” he added. 

At the 2013 Annual Conference, Northern Illinois 
Bishop Sally Dyck challenged churches to raise 
$100 for each person who regularly attends 
worship.  As the 2014 annual conference began, 
the total amount pledged and raised was at 
$811,000 — $711,000 of which was from multi-
year fundraising goals set by 107 churches in 
the conference. Churches got creative in their 
fundraising efforts, generating donations with 
tried-and-true staples like chili dinners, 
lemonade stands and cookbook sales; sporting 
events like dodge ball tournaments and 
basketball shootouts; as well as filling bottles of 
water with dimes and partnering with the 
Chicago White Sox and local businesses. 

The most common pledge for churches in the 
conference was $5,000 over three years. More 
than 22 churches pledged more than $10,000, 
with the highest pledge — $75,000 — coming 
from Christ United Methodist Church in 
Rockford. 

All money raised by the conference will be 
turned in by the end of 2016. 

 

 

The Ice Cream Social at Winnebago UMC, 213 
Elida Street in Winnebago, is set to take place 
Saturday July 26th from 4:00-7:00 PM.  
Barbeques, hot dogs, chips pie and vanilla ice 
cream is on the menu, (and fresh strawberries if 
available too.) Plan to join them! 

 

GRACE VALLEY ANNUAL CORN BOIL 

We are invited to Grace Valley CRC’s Annual 
Corn Boil on Saturday April 26th from 5-7 PM at 
8210 E. Edwardsville Road, German Valley. Join 
them for corn on the cob, brats, hot dogs, chips, 
drink and dessert.  Enjoy an evening of food, fun 
and fellowship with your friends and neighbors. 
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THANK YOU-THANK YOU-THANK YOU 

We can’t say thank you enough to all those who 
helped make Vacation Bible School a success 
this year.  To all the volunteers from the three 
churches we thank you so much.  You may have 
felt what you did was not much or rather 
unimportant, but let us stress to you that without 
each and every volunteer this year VBS would 
have been different.  It really does not matter if 
we have 51 children come to VBS or 15.  We 
still would have needed the many volunteers 
that gave up their time.  All the way from setting 
up until the key was turned in the door when we 
left we thank you for volunteering to assist with 
our VBS program. 

To the many who donated cookies, Rice Krispie 
treats, and lemonade we thank you.  We thank 
you for your generosity and for your willingness 
to supply our snack needs for the children.   To 
Silver Creek Swift and German Valley UMC we 
thank you for donating equipment.  We thank the 
German Valley Grade School for use of their 
building and Joanne Becker, and Laura Hillman 
for their assistance with the school. We also 
thank Rev. Richard Landry from Chatham, 
Illinois for the wonderful family Night magic 
show. 

We thank all the parents for sending their 
children to VBS where we were able to share 
with them about the Love of God and how it is 
kind, forgiving and everlasting.  We pray that 
seeds are planted in the minds of our children 
and we thank and praise God for these 
opportunities to share with them about his love.  

So again we say thank you, thank you, thank 
you! 

 

This year we had 51 children register and 
attend VBS and over 40 volunteers worked to 
make sure VBS was a success.  Thank you!    

Dear Friends at German Valley UMC, 
Thank you for keeping me in 
your thoughts and prayers 
these last few months as I 
have gone through testing and 
surgery in Madison.  It was a 
wonderful feeling knowing of 
your prayerful support of me 
during this time.   Again thank you for keeping 
on your prayer list and lifting me up in prayers.   

                                                 Sincerely, Rose Gray 
 

Dear German Valley UMC,  
Thank you for your gift of $ 
215.00 to Imagine No 
Malaria supporting the 
United Methodist Church's 
commitment to eliminate 
malaria as a major source of 
death and suffering in Africa 

by 2015. Your support serves as an example of 
how we are living Christ’s call to heal the sick 
and help those in need. 

Imagine No Malaria includes continued bed net 
distributions, community education programs 
with medical outreach training, radio 
communications programs reaching remote 
areas with vital information, and programs that 
strengthen clinics and hospitals to better 
diagnose and treat malaria. 

Thank you for your generosity. Please continue 
to pray for our work and those we serve. 

Peace and Joy! 
Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton 
Chair, UMC Global Health Initiative 
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AT GERMAN VALLEY UMC 

THE WEDDING OF AUTUMN AND NICK 
AUGUST 16, 2014 

 
On Saturday August 16th Autumn Anderson and 
Nick Lapacek will be joined in marriage here at 
the church. As a church family we wish them the 
very best and hope their special day is just the 
beginning of a wonderful life together as 
husband and wife.  Congratulations may be sent 
to the couple at 113 Valley Rose Drive, 
Freeport, IL  61032. 
 

 

 
 

 

Tentative dates have been set for the following events 
coming later this year.  Please mark your calendars 
accordingly.  Watch for more details in the future. 

FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT 
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 2OTH 

DOORS OPEN 6:00 PM MOVIE AT 7:00 PM  

SPAGHETTI SUPPER 
SATURDAY OCTOBER 4TH 

4:30 - 7:00 PM  

ALL CHURCH CONFERENCE 
WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 3RD 

SPRC 7:00 PM ~ ALL CHUCH 7:30 PM 
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Unfortunately many homes, yes even so-
called Christian homes, are like the one 
in which the little girl pointed to the Bible 
on the mantle that was never opened, 
and said to her mother, "Whose book is 
that?"  
 
Her mother quite startled by her 
daughters question replied, "Why honey, 
don't you know? That is God's book!"  
 
The child demonstrating that she had a 
very practical turn to her mind said, "Don't 
you think that we had better give it back 
to him? No one around here ever reads 
it." 

GERMAN VALLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

7 SOUTH MAIN STREET, PO BOX 58 

GERMAN VALLEY, ILLINOIS  61039  

GERMAN VALLEY UMC 

PHONE: 815-362-2124 

FAX: 815-807-7507 

E-MAIL: GVUMCHURCH@AERINC.NET 

WWW.GERMANVALLEYUMC.ORG 
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