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WWOONN’’TT  YYOOUU  BBEE  MMYY  NNEEIIGGHHBBOORR??  

In 1967 Fred Rogers wrote and sang a song entitled “Won’t You 

Be My Neighbor.” Its lyrics and simple tune have been heard in 

households for more than four decades. Mister Rogers' 

Neighborhood first debuted in 1967 

and over more than forty years on 

public television defined television at 

it’s finest. As it was once written in TV 

Guide: “Television is all about 

coveting, but Mister Rogers’ 

Neighborhood is about appreciating 

what you already have, about caring 

for others and seeing the best in 

them.”  Perhaps that is why Bishop 

Sally Dyck has chosen the theme 

“Who is My Neighbor?” for the 2013 

NIC Annual Conference and a 

question for the churches of the 

Northern Illinois Conference to consider during this upcoming 

year.   

On June 5th Pastor David and myself, along with many United 

Methodist Pastors and Laity form our conference attended the 

opening of the 2013 NIC Annual Conference at Pheasant Run in 

Saint Charles, Illinois. The conference opened with Fred Rogers’ 

song Won’t You Be My Neighbor.  It was rather strange, all of us 

adults standing and singing those lyrics. However when I first saw 

the theme of this year’s conference, that song was the first thing 

that popped into my mind. After a greeting, Bishop Dyck began 

with these words. 

It’s not quite been a year yet but I feel like I’ve been a part of the 

Northern Illinois Annual Conference neighborhood for a long time 

already.  You have welcomed me warmly and already we are 
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working together to welcome others into our 

neighborhood as an annual conference. 

 
Mr. Rogers Facebook comeback post 

Following the Newtown and Boston marathon 

tragedies, Mr. Rogers made a come-back on 

Facebook with his comfort words of wisdom. He 

said,  

When I was a boy and I would see scary things 

in the news, my mother would say to me, 'Look 

for the helpers. You will always find people who 

are helping.' To this day, especially in times of 

'disaster,' I remember my mother's words, and I 

am always comforted by realizing that there are 

still so many helpers--so many caring people in 

this world. Fred Rogers 

Now more than ever, the world needs good 

neighbors. There are all kinds of disasters—

ones that happen in a moment like Newtown or 

Boston, or the kinds that happen because of the 

effects of extreme poverty, prejudice and fear of 

the “other,” as well as the violence on the streets 

of Chicago.  “Who is my neighbor?” is the salient 

question of our time as it challenges us in how 

we live as followers of Jesus. 

Bishop Dyck continued by telling the story of the 

Good Samaritan as found in Luke 10: 25-37.  

She stressed the part, as Mr. Rogers would 

have said by looking for the helpers.  When she 

finished that section of her address she 

continued with these remarks. 

In the US the #1 in the hierarchy of most 

respected persons are firefighters and first 

responders.  And these are people who act no 

matter who the person in need is—it doesn’t 

matter to them, it can’t matter to them, whether 

the one in need set the fire or suffered from the 

fire; if someone is in danger or hurt, the 

firefighters and other first responders act.  

Likewise as followers of Jesus, we’re called to 

do the same thing…without regard to who it is 

we are called to act.  By the way, who are the 

least respected in our culture?  In spite of our 

celebrity-conscious culture, actors are at the 

bottom of the list.  This story could be called 

“The Good Actor”!  Jesus’ point is that anyone 

can be a neighbor who proves to provide help, 

no matter who the person in need is… 

 

Bishop Sally Dyck addressing Annual Conference day 1 

Our theme for this annual conference session 

and throughout the year--in fact, throughout this 

quadrennium--is "Who is my neighbor?" It may 

sound like no big deal, just being nice, and may 

not sound very original or revolutionary.  If that’s 

what you think, you might be as surprised as the 

religious scholar in the Good Samaritan story.  

Discovering and providing help and hope for our 

neighbor is in fact potentially very controversial, 

counter-cultural, and revolutionary when we do 

it; it demands innovation, and is radical in its 

hospitality.  It isn't safe, predictable, comfortable 

or commonplace.  It's nothing short of an 

adventure, as rigorous as the road from 

Jerusalem to Jericho is with all its steep hills, 

foreboding ravines, and people ready to rob us 

of our joy if we let them. 
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You may be saying to yourself, our church 

already does so much for its community; its 

neighborhood.  We're already like that Good 

Samaritan, caring for our neighbor.  And for all 

the ways that the people of this annual 

conference do all the good you can by all the 

means you can, in all the ways you can, in all 

the places you can, at all the times you can, to 

all the people you can, as long ever as you can, 

I give thanks! 

But Jesus told this parable to someone who was 

already doing good, too.  I believe the intent 

wasn't to dismiss the good that he was already 

doing but to challenge him in seeing and 

reaching out to those who might not be his own 

kind, his own kin, who didn’t speak his language 

or believed as he did or acted or looked like him.  

Jesus’ parable was a challenge to the religious 

scholar to stretch himself…stretch himself 

toward his neighbor.  And that’s my challenge to 

the good people of this annual conference in all 

the places where we serve.  I believe that when 

we focus on our neighbor we will find that we 

become more vital Christians, our churches will 

become more vital, and our communities—even 

the world—will be closer to what God envisions 

them to be. 

Bishop Dyck continued her address by 

introducing Harvest 2.0.  Harvest 2.0 is her 

vision and goals for the Northern Illinois 

Conference 2013 – 2014 and beyond. This 

vision is composed of three segments: 1) New 

Faith Communities, 2) Healthy Churches and 

Discipleship, and 3) Community Engagement. 

Some noticeable thing that you can know we will 

hear more of include the continued theme, “Who 

is My Neighbor” with referral to a resource book 

entitled “A People’s History of Christianity” by 

Diana Butler Bass and Full Northern Illinois 

Conference participation in the Imagine No 

Malaria campaign with a $1 million goal. 

Later in that first morning the Bishop’s Appeal 

offering was taken with each district placing their 

offerings in designated containers.  The Bishop 

had a traveling trophy made for the district that 

donated the most.  That trophy will travel from 

year to year as offerings are taken at annual 

conference.  Over $60,000 was collected the 

first morning from those offerings churches had 

sent for the Bishop’s Appeal.  This year’s 

offering was designated for Harvest 2020 which 

continues as part of Harvest 2.0. 

 

Traveling Trophy for Bishop's Appeal Offering 

Congratulations to the Chicago Northwestern 

District for taking home the Bishop's Appeal 

traveling trophy for the highest giving per capita. 

It was a close race! Thank you to everyone for 

their abundant giving and overflowing 

generosity! A total of $75,000 was raised by the 

end of the four day conference and will be given 

to Harvest 2020. 

Churches exceeded their health kit challenges 

and enough supplies were donated to make 

3000 health kits instead of 1000.  Almost 1200 

kits were assembled at the conference 

workshop and the rest of the supplies were 

shipped to the Midwest Distribution Center so 

volunteers can assemble more this summer.   

Thanks to everyone in German Valley UMC and 

Winnebago UMC for donating to both the 

Bishop’s Appeal and the Health Kit Challenge. 

For a first timer at conference it was a very 

interesting and encouraging event.  Seeing 

friends from around the conference and meeting 

new friends as well is a great part of the event.  
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Worshiping God in a big way was amazing and 

learning that helping those who are our 

neighbors is God’s intended work for us on this 

planet.  Who are Our Neighbors?  Look around.  

They are near and they are far. Please won’t 

you be their neighbor? 

Don Plock, Wesley News Editor 

 

Won’t You Be My Neighbor? 
Fred Rogers ©1967 

It's a beautiful day in this neighborhood, 
A beautiful day for a neighbor. 

Would you be mine? 
Could you be mine? 

It's a neighborly day in this beauty wood, 
A neighborly day for a beauty. 

Would you be mine? 
Could you be mine? 

 

I've always wanted to have a neighbor just like you. 
I've always wanted to live in a neighborhood with you. 

 

So, let's make the most of this beautiful day. 
Since we're together we might as well say: 

Would you be mine? 
Could you be mine? 

Won't you be my neighbor? 
Won't you please, 
Won't you please? 

Please won't you be my neighbor? 

 

 
New Rockford District Superintendant 

The Rev. Lisa Kruse-

Safford has been 

appointed as the new 

Rockford District 

Superintendent. She 

has served several 

churches that are in 

the Northern Illinois 

Conference including 

LaMoille, a coopera-

tive ministry at Poplar 

Grove, Blaine, and 

Hunter and as the lead pastor at Cornerstone in 

Elgin since 2010. 

"Lisa Kruse-Safford brings the experience of 

successfully merging congregations and helping 

churches to grow. Since she has served in the 

Rockford district before, she knows some of the 

challenges. She brings a joyful spirit and a deep 

love for the local church," said Bishop Dyck. 

Kruse-Safford reflected on her ministry, “I was 

blessed to serve on the Rockford District for six 

years and during that time enjoyed developing 

relationships with fellow clergy and other local 

churches. I look forward to being a part of that 

district community again and being in service 

with the faithful laity and clergy there. Together 

we will continue the work of Jesus Christ that 

transforms the world.” 

A welcome for the new District Superintendant is 

being planned for Sunday September 15th at 

3:00 PM at the Pecatonica United Methodist 

Church.  Please watch for more details.  
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Set Free!  "We have never been in bondage to 

anyone. What do you mean, 'You will be made 

free'?" "If the Son makes you free, you will be 

free indeed." John 8:36 

Summer always makes me smile. We’ve finally 

enjoyed some much-

needed rains. The 

flowers are in full 

bloom. The grass is a 

beautiful green The birds 

are singing. And the 

butterflies are making their 

presence known. 

Butterflies have always fascinated me. They are 

so delicate and beautiful. The most plentiful are 

the monarchs. I have enjoyed their bright orange 

and black coloring since my childhood. We have 

several flowers, cone flowers, lavender and 

others, that attract butterflies, hummingbirds and 

bees, all vital participants in the beauty of the 

warmer weather. 

How can we not be reminded of the amazing 

creativity of our Creator God as we watch these 

creatures go about their business. And the 

freedom they display to us is so inspiring! 

Too many of us become so caught up in the 

cares of life we often do not notice the beauty 

around us. I believe God created these beautiful 

reminders to say, “Be freed! Receive my peace 

and forgiveness today.” The following article 

(author unknown) serves to best express what I 

mean. 

Two butterflies - colorful 

and majestic monarchs - 

sat side by side on a 

tree limb. Beside them 

was the ruptured 

cocoon from which 

they'd just emerged. 

"Come, fly with me," 

said the one. 

"Caterpillars can't fly," 

said the other. 

"But we're not caterpillars anymore," said the 

first, flexing his new wings, stretching them their 

full span till they looked like magnificently crafted 

stained glass windows. "Those caterpillar days 

are gone forever." 

"Don't be silly," said the other. "We were born 

caterpillars and we'll always be caterpillars. 

That's the way it is." "Well, then, why did the 

Maker see fit to give us these wings?" said the 

one. 

 

The other butterfly thought for a moment and 

then replied, "I don't know. Some sort of cruel 

joke, I suppose. He did the same thing to the 

ostrich, you know." 

"Nonsense!" said the first. "Look at all the other 

butterflies. They're flying. What do you say to 

that?" 

 

The second butterfly looked 

out over the meadow and 

said, "They're not 

flying. They're just being 

blown about by the wind. 

Stupid of them, too. Can't they 

see it's dangerous? Easy prey for 

hungry birds and, when they land, mischievous 

children as well. I'll stick to crawling and 

climbing, thank you very much. It may be slow, 

but it's safe and sure." 

"It may be slow and safe and sure, but it's ... it's 

... well, it's unnatural. Butterflies fly! That's the 

way the Maker made us. That's our role, our 

function, our gift: to dance on the wings of the 

air; to play tag with dandelion seeds; to soar; to 

dart; to float; to light on a single blade of grass to 

the delight of all who see; to inspire awe and 

wonder; to fascinate; to add a note of grace to 

this world's dreary song." 

"Oh, how very poetic of you," said the second. 

"And also very naive. There's death and danger 

all about us, every moment. It's all we can do to 
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remain inconspicuous and look unappetizing 

without having to worry about inspiring and 

fascinating others." 

"Oh, I'm not worried about it at all," said the first. 

"If only we do what we're created and gifted to 

do, the inspiration and the fascination will 

follow." 

 

"I don't know which 

astounds me more, 

your ignorance or 

your innocence," said the 

second butterfly. "Will you at 

least admit that there's danger 

out there?" 

"Of course there's danger," said the first. 

"Greater danger than before: greater gifts bring 

greater risks. The world hasn't changed since 

we've become butterflies. We've changed. Or, 

more precisely, we've been changed." 

"Been changed, yes," said the second. "I didn't 

choose this silly looking angel outfit. I was quite 

content to live out my days as a caterpillar, 

feeding on cabbage leaves, staying out of 

trouble and out of the way, taking care of myself. 

I don't know why I ever let you talk me into going 

into that cocoon in the first place. It was dark as 

death in there. Felt like a tomb." 

"I think it was a tomb, of sorts," said the first. "A 

tomb in which old caterpillars were buried and 

new butterflies emerged. Butterflies who can fly." 

"Caterpillars who can, if they're stupid enough, 

allow themselves to be blown about by the 

wind," corrected the second. The first butterfly 

again stretched his wings. Grateful for the new 

gift that had been given him, he could wait no 

longer to try it out. "Come fly with me," he 

implored once again. "Caterpillars can't fly," 

maintained his companion. 

"Have it your way," said the first as he stepped 

off the limb and stepped into the air. His flight 

was instinctive, though not effortless. Its 

gracefulness not learned, not acquired, not the 

result of hours of practice, but innate, automatic, 

the simple exercise of a magnificent and 

magnanimous gift. If he wanted to be graceless, 

now that would take some effort. 

He soared and darted, floated, paused for a 

moment to light on a wildflower, and took off 

again while the air was dead still, to prove to his 

tree-hugging friend that he was not merely being 

"blown about by the wind." 

His friend had been right about one thing. The 

children, the dogs, the birds did indeed present 

a new danger. It had been easy to hide as a 

caterpillar. Nature provided its own camouflage. 

But now, as a monarch butterfly, hiding was 

more difficult and flight not always faster than 

the predators' leap. 

Still and all, he thought, flight is a gift. And as he 

soared once again, his friend tentatively flexed 

his wings and seemed to inch closer to the edge 

of the limb. "We have never been in bondage to 

anyone. What do you mean, 

'You will be made free'?" "If 

the Son makes you 

free, you will be free 

indeed." 

As we engage in walking our 

community and praying for our 

neighbors, believe that such efforts will serve to 

help set others free. The world needs to know 

that Christ offers a freedom like none other in 

the history of earth.  

--Pastor David 
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JJUULLYY  BBIIRRTTHHDDAAYYSS  
Gavin Cerney               July 4 

Debbie Daws                July 5 

Avery Schnierla               July 7 

Dylan Daws                July 8 

Helen Butler                July 8 

Shirley Myers               July 11 

Barbara Hayunga               July 12 

Luann Ross                July 14 

Bryce Miller                July 17 

Aleasa Viel                July 17 

Leona Beyer                        July 18 

Jeff Russell                July 23 

Roger Hayunga               July 27 

JJUULLYY  AANNNNIIVVEERRSSAARRIIEESS  
Kenneth & Charlotte Beyer              July 24 

AAUUGGUUSSTT  BBIIRRTTHHDDAAYYSS  
Rebecca Buttel          August 5 

Denise Plock           August 21 

Grace Klenz           August 22 

Kathryn Epling          August 28 

AAUUGGUUSSTT  AANNNNIIVVEERRSSAARRIIEESS  
Walt & Patricia Siemens         August 16 

Rick & Sue Neblock          August 23 

 

 

July 7            Robert & Donna Plock 

July 14           Alvie & Shirley Meyers 

July 21    Pat Siemens 

July 28    Don Plock 

 

August 4   Ron & Denise Plock 

August 11   Larry & Shirley Stein 

August 18    Don Plock 

August 25   The Miller Family 

 

 
July 7      Robert Plock 

July 14    Pat Siemens 

July 21    Don Plock 

July 28             Chris Schnierla 

 

August 4    Ron Plock 

August 11    Shirley Stein 

August 18    Pat Siemens 

August 25    Don Plock 
 

 
July 7     Robert Plock 

August 4    Ron Plock 
 

Pastor David ready for a normal day 

at Deer Ridge Ministries! 
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May and June 2013 are now in the history books 

and we would like to share with you some 

financial news at German Valley United 

Methodist Church.  Besides our normal deposits 

and expenses we also held two fundraising 

efforts, one in May and one in June. 

On Saturday May 11th we held a Car Wash/Bake 

Sale to raise funds for a special Bishops Appeal 

Offering that was to be taken to annual 

conference in June.  Our goal was to raise 

$200.00.  Even though it was a cool blustery day 

we exceeded our goal and raised just over 

$300.00.  $200.00 was donated to the Bishops 

Appeal Offering and $100.00 will be used for a 

future mission donation. 

 
Some of the car wash crew finishing the Pastor's van.  

L-R  RaeAnn Miller (partial), Pastor David Decker, Corbin 
Miller, Ron Plock, and Debbie Daws. 

In June, during German Valley Days, the church 

once again had one of the most popular booths 

at the festival.  Our Ice Cream and Caramel 

Corn Booth went through 81 gallons of ice 

cream, about a 100 bags of Uncle Woody’s 

Caramel Corn and an unknown number of 

batches of popcorn.  We had wonderful weather 

and plenty of customers wanting to satisfy their 

sweet tooth.  Profits from this event exceeded 

$1000.00. 

We would like to thank all those who donated or 

worked at one or both of these fundraising 

endeavors.  We could not accomplish this 

without your support 

Below you will find the deposits and expenses 

for May-June 28, 2013. 

Offering and expenses for May – June 28th: 

Checking Balance May 1, 2013 $3,584.41 

 
Deposits Expenses Rainbow 

May $2682.54 $3945.99 $    19.75 

June $5157.96 $3303.97 $    22.00 

Totals $7840.50 $7249.96 $    41.75 

Checking Balance June 28, 2013 $4,174.95  

Mission Savings Balance  $  173.98 

 

 

VVAACCAATTIIOONN  BBIIBBLLEE  SSCCHHOOOOLL  NNEEWWSS  

The German Valley Community Vacation Bible 

School was held June 17 – 21, 2013 at the 

German Valley Grade School.  Children were 

greeted to a medieval themed adventure 

including castles, knights, swords and shields.  

The VBS motto was “Standing Strong for God.”  

 
Opening in the GYM on Wednesday of VBS 
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The attendance fluctuated during the week as 

we competed again with sports activities and 

rescheduled rain-out games.  I am not sure of 

the total registration numbers but I would guess 

around 60 children.  It was a good week and the 

children had a wonderful time learning about 

God and being able to express and build on their 

faith in him.   

 
1st and 2nd Grade students sing for the program Friday night. 

Cortney Miller is in the orange top in the front. 

One of the songs talked about getting a little 

crazy and a little wild about God.  And that is a 

lesson wee as adults could learn to build on.  

Sometimes our faith seems a little stagnant and 

we just go through the motion.  May we should 

get a little crazy and wild about God.  He is so 

big  and awesome and if 

we can be a little crazy 

about that perhaps 

others will also start to 

see God in that way.  So 

as the children would 

sing (actually shout) 

STAND STRONG.  And 

get a little crazy about 

God. 

Thanks for all the 

volunteer staff, kitchen 

help, cookie bakers and 

prayer warriors who did 

their part to make VBS 

2013 a success. Praise God and remember that 

next year (2014) German Valley UMC will be the 

church in charge of VBS.   

 

AT GERMAN VALLEY UMC 
German Valley UMC will host a Family Movie Night 

on Friday August 9th.  Join us for an evening of food, 

fellowship and a newly released family movie entitled 

Abel’s Field.  A light meal will be served between 

5:30 PM and 6:45 PM.  Concessions will open at 

6:30 PM and our featured movie will begin at 7:00 

PM.  

Please watch for your opportunity to help supply 

donations for the meal to be served before the 

movie.  This is a wonderful ministry that we can 

reach out to the community and to offer them a fun, 

safe, family oriented evening.   

Left motherless by tragedy and 

fatherless by abandonment, 

high school senior Seth 

McArdle (Samuel Davis) is 

under enormous pressure to 

support his young twin sisters. 

At home, he has no one to turn 

to. At work, he struggles to earn enough money to 

make ends meet. And at school, he endures the daily 

bullying from members of the football team.  

When Seth fights back, he's singled out by the football 

coach and assigned to an after-school work detail. 

Laboring alongside reserved groundskeeper Abel 

(Kevin Sorbo) to get the football field ready for the big 

game, Seth is surprised to discover that Abel 

understands his struggles—and his dreams. Abel 

encourages Seth to ask out popular Katie and even 

steps in to babysit so Seth can go out on the date. Yet 

as dark circumstances lure Seth toward a desperate 

decision, a reluctant Abel could be the one person who 

points him back toward the light. 

 
Preschool Class 
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Please mark your calendar for this event an invite 

your friends. For information on Abel’s Field and to 

watch the trailer please visit www.abelsfield.com. 

 
There’s a killer out there, in the dark, hunting 

children and pregnant women. But, it’s not some 

menacing figure walking our streets. It’s malaria 

and it’s killing a child in Africa every 60 seconds. 

As one mother tucks her children into bed in 

Middle America, a mother in Africa does the 

same. In the morning, their children will wake 

with two very different missions directed toward 

the same critical goal: ending deaths caused by 

malaria. 

Malaria kills 655,000 people each year. Every 60 

seconds a child in Africa dies of this preventable 

and treatable disease. Yet, malaria can be 

eliminated with the right tools: prevention, 

treatment, education and communication 

Imagine No Malaria is an extraordinary effort of 

the people of The United Methodist Church, 

putting our faith into action to end preventable 

deaths by malaria in Africa, especially the death 

of a child or a mother. 

Achieving this goal requires 

an integrated strategy 

against the disease. As 

a life-saving ministry, 

Imagine No Malaria 

aims to empower the 

people of Africa to 

overcome malaria’s 

burden. We fight malaria with 

a comprehensive model. 

But what is malaria? Malaria is an infectious 

disease of tropical countries. It is spread by 

mosquitoes. It is manifested by fever along with 

chills and rigors. Unless it is diagnosed and 

treated promptly, it can be fatal. A single 

mosquito bite may be enough to cause the 

infection. 

Symptoms of malaria include high fever over 

38C (100.4F) along with chills and sweating. 

There is intense muscle pain, headache, blurring 

of vision and dizziness. Some patients may 

develop diarrhea and vomiting as well. 

Symptoms develop within seven days after 

being bitten or may take between 10 to 15 days 

to appear. 

 

What has the United Methodist Church been 

doing to help with the fight against malaria?  The 

United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 

has been working on this fight for almost eight 

years already.  Here is the timeline of how the 

“Imagine No More Malaria” campaign came to 

be. 

2005: UMCOR’s Malaria Control Program was 

launched in late 2005 in Sierra Leone and is 

now operating in various countries around the 

globe. This program works with communities to 

form comprehensive plans to combat malaria. At 

the community level, UMCOR works to eliminate 

stagnant water and trash around people’s 

homes. With your help, we are able to provide 

training, free or low cost medications, 

consultations, Indoor Residual Spraying, and 

insecticide-treated nets to individuals and 

families. UMCOR’s efforts target pregnant 

women and children in particular, who are most 

vulnerable. 

2006: When the United Nations Foundation 

Nothing But Nets Program launched more than 

five years ago within the UMC, the concept 

spread like wild fire throughout the 

denomination. Led by our youth in particular, the 

UMC has raised more than $ 9 million to send 

life-saving insecticide treated mosquito nets to 

http://www.abelsfield.com/
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Africa and join the global fight to prevent 

unnecessary deaths from malaria. When United 

Methodist Churches and Annual Conferences 

contributed to Nothing But Nets programs in 

Sub-Sahara Africa, UMCOR worked with UMC 

health teams in Africa to distribute the nets and 

implement the training follow up programs.  

2008: United Methodists pledged to support a 

“Global Health Initiative” at General Conference. 

It was determined that the issue of malaria in 

Africa would serve as the initial focal or entry 

point for the larger denominational conversation 

about health worldwide. 

 

2010: Since the launch of Nothing But Nets and 

the Global Health Initiative, we as a 

denomination have learned more about the 

complexities of malaria, other related health 

challenges, and all the issues tied to poverty and 

development. The “Imagine No Malaria” 

campaign was launched in April 2010, with a 

dual celebration in Lubumbashi, DRCongo and 

Austin, TX. In addition to bed nets, our efforts 

support other areas in the fight against malaria: 

environmental clean-up (stagnant water and 

trash), basic sanitation (latrines and water), 

treatment, education, training more health care 

workers, and improving our existing hospitals 

and clinics. UMCOR’s role in this campaign is to 

help UMC health boards and local communities 

develop strategic plans and propose integrated 

solutions. All of these efforts will be needed in 

order to combat malaria and other diseases of 

poverty in Africa; and United Methodists are 

responding.  The United Methodist Church has 

pledged to raise $75 million by 2015 to eradicate 

this disease. Our partners in this effort include 

the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, the U.N. 

Foundation, World Health Organization and The 

Global Fund. 

Bishop Sally Dick, NIC, has put Harvest 2.0 into 

effect starting with this 2013-2014 church year. 

And in her goals for the Community 

Engagement portion of Harvest 2.0 she is 

looking for 100% participation by all churches in 

the NIC in the Imagine No Malaria campaign.  

Please watch for posters, flyers and inserts to 

educate and inform you of this program and your 

opportunities to participate in our church’s 

response to this effort.  For more information 

please visit the website at www.imagine 

nomalaria.org 

 

WORD SEARCH: Let’s pretend that for every 

word you find, you stop a mosquito from biting.  

See how quickly you can find the words below 

and save a life.  Good Luck! 

F R M S T E N M F Y L B 

X A B L T I I O O K S C 

S M C Q U F P S F O M L 

S X I I T C K Q S J A R 

O F K S R A P U G S L N 

U S C E S F J I L S A E 

T K A H B I A T T T R R 

R N K V A W O O N S I D 

E C O V E N P N K E A L 

A S E V I L G W D R R I 

C F S E H Z Y E H V N H 

H U W Q I H Q I H E Z C 
 

Africa change children 

lives malaria mission 

mosquito nets outreach 
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save serve stop  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT IS HARVEST 2.0?  

“Harvest 2.0” is the rallying point for United Methodists in the Northern Illinois Conference as we 

answer the question “Who is my neighbor?” Harvest 2.0 aims to respond to the call “to make 

disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world” by cultivating vital Christians in vital 

churches who are changing our communities. Harvest 2.0 uses three approaches to accomplish 

this mission in today’s changing landscape of Christianity: (1) start new faith communities, (2) 

develop healthy churches and discipleship, and (3) encourage community engagement.  

WHAT DO YOU MEAN BY “THE CHANGING LANDSCAPE OF CHRISTIANITY”?  

One change is in our culture. People don’t join a church anymore just because their parents belonged. They don’t even 

live in the same town as their parents. Also, there are several population shifts in northern Illinois. For example, suburbs 

are expanding into rural areas, and immigrants settle in small towns and suburbs as well as in Chicago. By 2040, it is 

estimated that Hispanics will comprise the majority of Americans. Besides that, we are changing the way we “do” church 

to fulfill our mission of making disciples. We are reconnecting with John Wesley’s passion for that mission.  

WHERE DID HARVEST 2.0 COME FROM?  

Harvest 2.0 is the result of numerous conversations and visioning sessions with clergy and lay leadership, the conference 

staff, the Cabinet, and the Bishop. Harvest 2.0 emerged out of the Harvest 2020 movement. Harvest 2020 was a three-

legged approach to starting new churches, strengthening healthy existing churches, and partnering with each other in 

ministry. Harvest 2.0 takes Harvest 2020 to the next level, reflects the mission of United Methodists in Northern Illinois to 

cultivate vital Christians in vital churches who are changing our communities.  

WHAT HAPPENED TO HARVEST 2020?  
Harvest 2.0 builds on the movement of Harvest 2020. Harvest 2020’s existing programs and new faith communities have 

not disappeared. Instead, the numerous conversations with clergy and lay leadership, the conference staff, the Cabinet, 

JJUULLYY//AAUUGGUUSSTT  22001133  

GERMAN VALLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

7 SOUTH MAIN STREET, PO BOX 58 

GERMAN VALLEY, ILLINOIS  61039  

GERMAN VALLEY UMC 

PHONE: 815-362-2124 

FAX: 815-807-7507 

E-MAIL: GVUMCHURCH@AERINC.NET 

WWW.GERMANVALLEYUMC.ORG 



13 
 

and the Bishop have led to a clearer vision about what we want to accomplish. Harvest 2.0 is the result of those 

conversations. 


