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Shop at Your Favorite Store and Donate for Free 

Together -- We Can Make a Difference 

I would like to share an opportunity that is available and 

has been in place for awhile; it is called 

UMCmarket.  With online shopping on the rise 

UMCmarket is a tool in which you can 

donate to the church free without you 

having to pay anything extra when you 

checkout your purchase. 

UMCmarket (www.umcmarket.org) was created by the United 

Methodist Church in partnership with major online retailers. You 

shop using UMCmarket to make your purchases from partner 

retailers, entitle your church to receive commissions of 1-9% of 

their online purchases made through your UMCmarket account.  

Moses Kumar the General Secretary, for the General Council of 

Finance and Administration of The United Methodist Church said, 

“UMCmarket is a new, innovative and easy way to help 

achieve your revenue goals and to support your ministries." 

I started using UMCmarket last fall and have been building up to 

donate the commissions I have received to the German valley 

UMC.  It is easy and all I do is go to the UMCmarket homepage, 

log in, select the store I want to shop and place my order.  And the 

more people who register to have your donations sent to your 

church the faster the balance grows and when you reach $100 

UMCmarket sends a check directly to the church. 

German Valley UMC is already benefiting! Winnebago UMC can 

too! Spread the word so even more donations come rolling into 

our congregations. Encourage your friends to create an account, 

designate your church as the recipient of the commission checks 

and shop at some great retailers such as Amazon.com, 

Macys.com and Expedia.com using their UMCmarket 

membership. UMCmarket even provides a Web browser add-on 

that members can download to make the process of shopping via 

UMC Market practically invisible. 
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Visit www.umcmarket.org for a detailed explana-

tion of how the system works and how easy it is 

for your church members to give to your church 

without costing them a single penny. What 

makes this online shopping option so beneficial 

is that church members don’t have to radically 

change their buying habits – and it doesn’t 

create additional work for church staff. 

Be sure to check this opportunity out. Please 

contact me at the church office at 815-362-2124 

if you have any questions.  One clue I can give 

you today is when you search for your church, 

just use German Valley or Winnebago.  If you 

put UMC or United Methodist behind it it will not 

recognize it.  Have fun and shop till you drop, as 

they say. 

Donald Plock, Editor 

 

 

REACH UP, REACH OUT! 

LIGHT OF LIGHT, THANKS BE TO GOD! 

Between the dates of January 1st and 5th, the 

church has traditionally removed the greens and 

other symbols of the Christmas season from 

display as we prepare to celebrate the great 

feast of the Epiphany on January 6th. Epiphany 

means light, revelation or the divine 

manifestation of Jesus Christ. That is to say, 

Jesus’ nature is made more visible to the world. 

The three ways by which we generally 

acknowledge this manifestation taking place 

are… 

1. at the baptism of Jesus [Mark 1]  

2. the coming of the Wise men, bearing gifts 

[Mat 2]  

3. the miracle at Cana, turning water into 

wine [John 2]  

The word Light figures prominently in the Bible, 

from beginning to end. In Genesis one of the 

first creative acts after the creation of the 

heavens and the earth was light. In the “I AM” 

passage in the book of John, Jesus describes 

himself as light. "I am the light of the world. He 

who follows me shall not walk in darkness, 

but have the light of life." (John 12:8). And 

then at the end of the Bible, the author reminds 

us of the source of light: “And the town has no 

need of the sun, or of the moon to give it 

light: for the glory of God did make it light, 

and the light of it is the Lamb”. (Rev.21:23) 

Jesus describes himself as the light of the world; 

but it is important to note also, that Christians 

too, are described as such and are called to be 

light of the world. “You are the light of the world, 

a city that is set on a hill…” As we take up our 

vocation as Disciples of Christ, we become great 

reflectors of the source of the Light of all lights.  

In living out our theme for the year: Reaching 

Up and Reaching Out, we quickly realize that 

by ourselves we can neither reach up nor reach 

out; it takes the Light of God, with its laser-like 

power to move us into the direction that God 

wants us to go. It is somewhat like Carbon 

dioxide laser. This type of laser, using a hot 

beam of light has the ability to cut through and 

remove plaque from blocked arteries. It does it  

cleanly, painlessly, and without blood. It is 

amazing how powerful that light is.  Jesus, the 

light of the world is more powerful than that! 

Jesus is not another source of light. Jesus IS 

light of the world, the energy of the universe. 

When we think of energy we think of the 

powerful equation E=mc2, which made the atom 

bomb possible. The Light of the world is the light 

and energy of the universe.  When we follow this 

s light, we go unerringly to the path of truth, love, 

justice, forgiveness, compassion and peace.  

The beauty of this light is that we are not only 

shown the way of goodness, but we are given 

the power, the energy to go forth; I can do all 

things through Christ who strengthens me. Light 

of Light, thanks be to God. It is this Light and 
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energy that allows us to Reach UP and Reach 

Out. 

As light of the world, disciples become 

increasingly aware of our dependence on the 

Light of life. This Light is not to get us 

somewhere else; it is to draw us to the Light 

Itself to the end that the Light permeates and 

lives in our being. May this New Year be a 

watershed in our lives as we obediently follow 

the light wherever we are led, knowing that we 

are being lead by the perfect Light into a life of 

“Radical hospitality, Passionate worship, 

Intentional Faith Development, Risk-oriented 

mission and service, and Extravagant 

generosity”.  Won’t you join me this year to that 

end!  A Blessed New Year to you and yours. 

Shalom, 

Pastor Keith 

7 WAYS CHRISTIANS  

SHOULD BEHAVE ONLINE 
By Ron Edmondson 

I have had an online 

ministry for over 15 

years. God has 

humbled me with 

the way He has 

chosen to use this 

influence He has 

given me. I try not to take it for granted. 

One thing that has changed since I began 

ministering online—and it’s changed for all of 

us—is the rise of social media. Whether you 

believe it’s a good addition or not, we cannot 

deny its impact on culture or even on the church. 

Personally, I have chosen to use it for good as 

much as possible. 

Still, it disturbs me some of the ways I see 

Christians respond on social media. I can post 

one thing…whether serious or not… and I do 

use humor intentionally as a part of my online 

presence… and it never amazes me how 

someone might respond. I have referred to the 

practice as a slam and run. I just have to thank 

God at times for the delete option. But, it’s an 

example of a bigger problem. Christians aren’t 

always behaving well online. What we’d never 

say offline we have no problem saying online. 

Seriously, this isn’t a personal plea. This is a 

Kingdom plea. Just as the world is watching how 

Christians respond in public they are watching 

how we respond online. We must be careful 

then with what we post. All of us will be 

misunderstood. But, we shouldn’t be blatantly 

offensive. 

Here are 7 ways Christians should behave 

online: 

No soapbox – We are told to “do everything 

without arguing or complaining.” (Philippians 

2:14) That doesn’t mean we can’t support 

causes we believe in, but they should be moral 

and biblical issues, not personal agendas. 

No public bashing – Unless you’ve practiced 

Matthew 18 principles, and even then it would 

be rare, don’t address your problems with others 

online. It’s not helpful and never promotes 

peace. (Romans 12:18, Hebrews 12:14) 

No little jabs – We shouldn’t say things about 

others that may be misinterpreted as a stab 

against them. Guard your online tongue. (James 

3). I see this especially as a passive aggressive 

tactic. We feel “safe” evoking insults or cuts to 

another person online that we would never say 

to their face. 

Encouragement – Social media can be a great 

way to encourage others. We shouldn’t spam 

with massive amounts of posts. Few appreciate 

the person who shares everything they see, but 

most everyone likes to read an encouraging 

word pointed especially to them. (Ephesians 

4:29) 

Do to others – As we’d have them do to us. We 

should always think before we post. Pause. 

Breathe. Think. Post. Ask yourself how you 

would be impacted by the post before you post 

it. (Luke 6:31) 

Guard against pride – We have to be careful 

with self-promotion and bragging about 

ourselves online. Granted, this is coming from 

http://www.ministrymatters.com/all/blog/author/ron-edmondson
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one who has built an online platform online and I 

frequently encourage other pastors to do the 

same. It’s one of the best ways currently to 

engage people for Kingdom building. But, this is 

a reminder for me too. We must check our 

motives, guard our hearts and never allow our 

egos to rob glory from what God wants to do 

through our online presence. (Proverbs 11:2, 

13:10) 

Do not allow it to be a replacement for 

community – It’s easy to post “Happy birthday” 

or reply “Praying for you” without really doing so. 

We shouldn’t trade the functions of the Body for 

an online presence. (Acts 2:42-47, Hebrews 

10:24) 

Those are 7 that come to my mind. What would 

you add? (Shared from Ministry Matters .com) 

 
 

LAY READER’S SCHEDULE 

February 2    Denise Plock 

February 9    Chris Stein 

February16    Don Plock 

February 23    Robert Plock 
 

GREETER’S SCHEDULE 

February 2              Ron & Denise Plock 

February 9    Pat Siemens 

February16         The Miller Family 

February 23           Robert & Donna Plock 
 

COMMUNION ASSISTANT’S SCHEDULE 

February 2    Denise Plock 

 

 

To all our friends and members who had birthdays 

and anniversaries in January we pray that they were 

joyful and we would like to wish you belated greetings 

on your special day. 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

Sally Williams   January 3 

Twila Butler    January 3 

Donald Buttel   January 5 

Cortney Miller   January 10 

Sue Neblock    January 11 

Patricia Siemens   January 14 

Gary Viel    January 15 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

Alvie & Shirley Myers  January 10 

Robert & Donna Plock  January 28 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

Larry Stein    February 1 

Shirley Stein    February 6 

Russell Nieman   February 18 

Rick Neblock    February 26 

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

Russell & Marlene Siemens February 21 
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     I would like to thank the congregation for the 

monetary gift you gave me at Christmas time. 

Your thoughtfulness and support are very much 

appreciated.                                    

      Pam Wrasse 

 
     To the German Valley and Winnebago con-

gregations: please accept my deepest thanks for 

your very generous gift at Christmas.  God Bless 

you. 

             Pastor Keith Kelsey-Powell 

 
     I would like to thank you for the Christmas 

gifts from the Sunday school children and from 

the church at Christmas.  It is an honor to spend 

my days working here at church to further the 

ministry here in German Valley.  I also want to 

thank you all for supporting me in this effort by 

assisting and volunteering when asked.  As a 

small church sometimes we feel as if we are 

doing too much and perhaps we should step 

aside, but God calls us for a lifetime of ministry.  

Not just when we are young, or when we have 

more time, but today and every day.  Thank you 

again for supporting the ministry of God here at 

German Valley United Methodist Church and I 

am looking forward to what God has in store for 

us in 2014. 

          Don Plock, Administrative Assistant 

 
Dear Faithfull Supporters, 

     We thank you for your faithfulness to support 

Red Bird Mission and Clinic.  Please understand 

that your support for the ministries we deliver in 

the name of Christ would not be possible without 

you. 

                   O. Taylor Collins, Executive Director  
 (This was the $70 donation we collected in the paper 

churches the Sunday school made.) 

 
Christmas Gift Bags for the German Valley Food Pantry 

     The German Valley Food Pantry would like to 

thank all the folks at GVUMC for your continued 

support in 2013. We truly appreciate all the 

donations. Without support from our churches 

we would not be able to meet the needs of our 

clients. During 2013 we served 339 families 

consisting of 935 individuals. We appreciate any 

non-perishable food items but specifically can 

always use personal care items like shampoo, 

bar soap, tooth paste/tooth brushes, deodorant, 

lotions, etc. Bless you all, 

       Val Wiederkehr & Leona Wilken 

 

Denise Plock, Chris stein and Tricia Reubin prepare hot cocoa 
treats for the food pantry gift bags. 

 

Corbin Miller, Hannah Schnierla, Bryce Miller, Chloe Reubin, 
Cortney Miller and Paige Reubin stamp decorations onto the 

bags to be used for the food pantry. 

“Thanks to all who stayed after church to  

prepare the items for the food pantry Christmas 

bags.  It was a fun time of fellowship and 

working together.” 
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As we begin 2014 we need to thank God for all 

the blessings he has brought to our lives and to 

us here at German Valley United Methodist 

Church.  And while the snow is blowing like a 

blizzard outside and temperatures will not get 

above zero today, it is warm and comfortable in 

God’s house.   

As we take a look back at the 4th quarter finance 

report for 2013 we are happy to report that at the 

end of the year the church bills were paid and 

$3,240 was paid towards apportionments and 

Rainbow Covenant missions.  Even though the 

apportionment payment was not the $4,752 that 

the conference was seeking it is an increase 

over what we were able to give in 2012.   

Our apportionments for 2014 have risen to 

$4,980.  The administrative board has sent a 

letter to the Council on Finance and 

Administration with our concerns over the ever 

increasing apportionment total.   Within the last 

nine years our apportionments have risen 88%.  

The cap that the apportionments can be raised 

is at 9% so you can see that ours has been 

close to the capped amount each year.  And 

while we are praying for some positive answers 

we also realize how important our apportion-

ments are to the conference and the United 

Methodist Church in doing God’s work here on 

earth.  We will continue to work towards paying 

as much as possible again this year. 

We thank you for your continued support of our 

church through your giving of your tithes and 

offerings.  The 2013 giving statements were 

mailed out mid January.  Hopefully you have 

received yours, but if not be sure and contact us 

at the church office at 815-362-2124. 

On Saturday December 14
th
 the church held a 

“Soup and Sandwich Luncheon” during the town’s 

Christmas in German Valley celebration.  We 

served many people lunch that day.  We also 

profited over $550, which we thought good 

considering the weather did not cooperate that 

day.  In the afternoon we showed the movie “Silver 

Bells” to a small but appreciative crowd.  Watch for 

more fundraisers and movies coming this spring. 

Checking Bal. October 21, 2013 $3,438.63  

Deposits Expenses 

$ 10,678.43 $ 11,649.68 

Checking Bal. December31, 2013 $2,467.38  

 

FINANCE FROM OUR HISTORY 

Do all the good you can… in all the 

places you can… to all the people 

you can… as long as ever you can. 

John Wesley.    

From our beginning, the Church has been about 

sharing God’s gifts with others.   Apportionments 

are financial contributions that represent the 

connection of our church to the denomination.   

They enable our church to carry out its mission 

and the work of Christ locally and throughout the 

world.   Your gift makes a difference.   Millions of 

lives have been transformed - one at a time - 

because of apportionments and Rainbow 

Covenant gifts.  

 
On Sunday January 19, 2014 we took up a 

special offering to be used for disaster relief for 

tornado victims in Illinois and typhoon victims in 

the Philippines.  $154 will be sent to UMCOR to 

be split between the two relief efforts. 
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CHRISTMAS CELEBRATED  

ON EPIPHANY SUNDAY 

 

"Look Who Just Checked In" was the first of three combined 
choir numbers that was performed during our Christmas program 

“Miracle in the Manger" on Sunday January 5, 2014. 

On Sunday January 5th the all church Christmas 

program, “Miracle in the Manger,” was per-

formed after being cancelled due to bad weather 

on Sunday December 22nd. We were blessed to 

have District Superintendent Rev. Lisa Kruse-

Safford in attendance that morning as well.  

There were some nerves since it had been more 

that two weeks from the last rehearsal, but the 

program went very well.  There were lots of 

smiles when it was finished.  Thank you to all 

the children for their hard work and to the adult 

choir for the many hours of practice.  At the 

conclusion of the program we presented Pastor 

Keith and Rev. Lisa with a Christmas gift.   

 

L-R: DS Rev. Lisa Kruse Safford and Denise Plock look on as 
RaeAnn Miller presents Pastor Keith Kelsey-Powell with a 

Christmas gift from the congregation. 

Thanks to all the volunteers that worked on 

Saturday January 11th to remove all the 

Christmas decorations and store them away for 

next year. It’s a job well done! 

 

On Sunday February 9, 2014 we will have a 

“Hymn Sing” during our morning worship.  We 

are asking for you favorite hymns.  Please fill out 

the forms that have been in the church bulletins 

or phone the church at 815-362-2124 or e-mail 

gvumchurch@aeroinc.net your three top hymns 

that you would like to see included in this 

morning service.  We are also looking for your 

favorite scriptures or items you would like 

included into worship.  Now we definitely will not 

get to sing all of everyone’s favorites, but 

hopefully yours will make it into the top 

percentage of those chosen.  Be sure to join us 

on Sunday February 9th and come with your 

vocal chords warmed up! 

ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD MEETING 

TUESDAY FEBRUARY 4, 2014 

An administrative board meeting will be 

held on Tuesday February 4th at 

7:00 PM here at the church 

basement fellowship hall.  This meeting 

was rescheduled from January 27th 

because of the severe weather 

conditions.  This is the first quarterly meeting of 

the church board for 2014.  Please make plans 

to attend.  Bring any committee reports or items 

you would like to share.  Or next meeting night 

will be planned that evening but should be 

sometime in April. 

 

HAPPY 

VALENTINE’S 

DAY 
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How the Poor Live… 

One day, the father of a very wealthy family took his son on a trip 

 to the country with the express purpose of showing him how poor  

people live. They spent a couple of days and nights on the farm  

of what would be considered a very poor family. 

On their return from their trip, the father asked his son, “How was the trip”  “It was great, Dad.”  

“Did you see how poor people live?” the father asked.  “Oh yeah,” said the son. 

 “So, tell me, what did you learn from the trip?” asked the father.  The son answered, “I saw that we 

have one dog and they had four.  We have a pool that reaches to the middle of our garden and 

they have a creek that has no end.  We have imported lanterns in our garden and they have the 

stars at night.  Our patio reaches to the front yard and they have the whole horizon.  We have a 

small piece of land to live on and they have fields that go beyond our sight.  We have servants who 

serve us, but they serve others. We buy food, but they grow theirs.  We have walls around our 

property to protect us; they have friends to protect them.” 

The boy’s father was speechless.  Then his son added, “Thanks Dad for showing me how poor we 

are.” 

Isn’t perspective a wonderful thing?  Makes you wonder what would happen If we all gave thanks for 

everything we have, instead of worrying about what we don’t have. Appreciate every single thing 

you have, especially your faith, family, and friends! 

 

GERMAN VALLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
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PHONE: 815-362-2124 
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