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YOUR NEIGHBOR: LOVE/SERVE/SHARE 
The theme of “Who Is Our Neighbor?” is still resonating in the 

United Methodist Church.  From the General Conference floor to 

the aisles and pews of the small rural churches the question is 

being asked and studied over and over.  Even here in German 

Valley and Winnebago that question has come to us from our 

church conferences, our Sunday morning worships, and our small 

group gatherings.  Who are our neighbors? And in both churches 

we have discovered some answers to that question. 

We have discovered that our neighbors are the people we know 

that surround us, the people we have not met that are near us and 

far from us, and even sadly some people we are not sure we 

would want to call our neighbor.    

In Matthew 5: 44-45 NIV we read 44 But I say to you, Love your 

enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you may 

be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for he makes his sun 

rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on 

the unjust.  Sometimes, loving one’s neighbor may not be easy.  

But none the less they are our neighbors too and Jesus teaches 

that we are to LOVE our neighbors.  

I would like us to explore the next step in our planning for loving 

our neighbors.  Let’s look at how we can be committed to living 

out Jesus’ words to “Love the Lord your God withal your heart, 

soul, mind and strength and love your neighbor as yourself.”  

Jesus is very clear. God’s love is to be demonstrated …to be 

demonstrated by us!  So I am inviting you to be a part of Love 

Your Neighbor this year.  I want us to Love/Serve/Share as we 

go about demonstrating God’s love in the neighborhoods of 

German Valley and Winnebago.  I want us to reach out to those in 

our neighborhoods that Jesus would love us to serve for him. So 

beginning this spring and summer I want you to join in and Love 

Your Neighbor and here is how.                       (Continued)
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HERE IS HOW YOU CAN BE PART OF LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR THIS YEAR: 

Step 1: Identify a Need 

Talk together about how you could serve a 

neighbor, co-worker, school or other 

organization.  You can discuss how you can 

serve them by meeting their physical, spiritual 

or relational needs. 

Step 2: Connect 

Connect with the neighbor or organization you 

have identified to let them know you would like 

to sever them in this way and schedule a time. 

Step 3: Serve 

Gather your family, group, or some friends and 

go Love Your Neighbor. 

Step 4: Share Your Story 

We want to hear from you!   Please share your 

pictures and stories of how you served and 

Loved Your Neighbor.  Imagine the difference in 

your neighborhood and community as we love 

our neighbors together this spring and summer.  

Send your stories and pictures to 

gvumchurch@aeroinc.net and watch for them 

in upcoming newsletters and bulletin inserts.  

Visit www.germanvalleyumc.org and click on 

the Love Your Neighbor tab for an online form 

to complete that will be directly sent to the 

office.  (This can be for both churches.) It will be 

as easy as one, two, and three. 

 

Love Your Neighbor Ideas 

Here are some ideas to help you get started.  

Take time to pray and ask God to show you, 

your family or group who needs to be served.  

This is just a starter list to get you thinking and 

praying. 

 Fill a backpack with food/clothing items and deliver 

to the homeless 

 Throw a party at an assisted living facility 

 Host a neighborhood food drive for the Food 

Pantry 

 Serve at a local shelter 

 Help a neighbor or co-worker move 

 Have a conversation with a friend about Jesus 

 Make a meal for a neighbor/co-worker 

 Host a neighborhood barbeque 

 Deliver coffee and bagels/rolls to the homeless 

 Pay someone’s meal tab 

 Do home repairs or landscaping for those who are 

unable 

 Bake cookies and take them to your local 

police/fire department 

 Contact your local school or community organ-

izations and see if there is a work project that you 

can perform 

 Take out a neighbor’s trash 

 Babysit for free 

 Visit someone who can’t leave their home 

 Mentor a child 

 More…I am sure you get the idea and can come 

up with just the right project 

 Don’t forget to SHARE!  Can’t wait to hear back on your serving others!       Don Plock, Editor 
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OUR WAYS OF BEING: ADDITION AND SUBTRACTION 

Working towards experiencing a life that is whole, holy and balanced requires being able to add 

and subtract. Sounds like mathematical formulas, doesn’t it? Sure does! But I think there is much 

truth to this comparison. Bear with me a minute. I think you will agree that we all add stuff to our 

lives day after day, all kinds of things; and we all take away things from our lives. And sometimes 

we go through those actions of adding and taking away quite unconsciously, not giving careful 

consideration to any larger purpose other than we just want to get rid of or add something 

different to our lives.  Of course, there are some people who purposefully add to and take away 

things from their lives. Those persons have goals and they aim to meet them. They don’t believe 

that life is just thrown together, but rather, our Creator has a purposeful way of helping us to order 

our lives. One of the great church fathers (St. Agustin) reminds us that when God’s purpose is not 

realized in us, we are restless until we rest completely in God’s purpose. 

It is to that end that humans continue to add and subtract, trying to quench that innate longing for 

meaningfulness. The Samaritan woman felt that need and said to Jesus: “‘give me this water, sir 

that I may not thirst again” (John 4:15).   

As we contemplate what to add to our lives and what to take away during this Lent, may we turn 

inward and ask for God’s discerning Spirit so we might be aware of what’s missing or what’s in 

our way, then listen to Jesus’ call 

again:  “come to me all who labored 

and are heavy laden…you will find rest 

unto your soul.” 

May God bless you as you search 

prayerfully and diligently for ways to 

add or subtract from your life all to the 

glory of God.   

Shalom, 

Pastor Keith Kelsey-Powell 
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
Marissa Plock         March 12 
Donald Plock          March 12 
Ronald Plock          March 12 
Carter Reubin         March 20 
Mary Hayunga         March 26 
Kevin Daws          March 28 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
Jordan Plock          April 5 
Paige Reubin         April 17 
Tori Plowman         April 17 
Shauna Yeagle         April 27 
Marcy Russell         April 30 

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 
Luann & Dennis Ross      April 26 

 

We celebrate the “Second 
Sunday”* of each month with a 
fellowship coffee following the 
morning worship service.  Coffee 
and beverages are supplied by the 
church and treats are donated by 
members and friends of the 
church.  The following is a list of 
upcoming months.  If you would 
like to volunteer to supply the 
treats please sign up in the narthex 
or call the church office. 
*Some exceptions apply. 

March 9 
Ron, Don & Marissa Plock 

April 13 
Evelyn Diddens & Judy Deppe 

May 11 
Alvie & Shirley Myers 

June 15* 
RaeAnn Miller 

July 13 
Robert & Donna Plock 

 

DATE LAY READER GREETERS 

March 2 Pat Siemens* The Daws Family 

March 9 Marissa Plock Ron & Denise Plock 

March 16 Chris stein Alvie & Shirley Myers 

March 23 Corbin Miller The Miller Family 

March 30 Don Plock Pat Siemens 
   

April 6 Robert Plock* Robert & Donna Plock 

April 13 Tricia Reubin Evelyn Diddens 

April 20 Pat Siemens The Miller Family 

April 27 Ron Plock Ron & Denise Plock 
  *Communion Assistant 

 

 

2014 VBS PLANNING COMMITTEE 
This summer German Valley United Methodist Church will be 
the church in charge of planning and executing the summer 
vacation bible school program.  We are looking for volunteers 
from our church as well as Silver Creek Reformed and Grace 
Valley Christian Reformed churches that will help in the 
planning stages of this year’s event.  If you have served 
before, we hope you are planning on returning.  If you have 
not helped plan before, we hope you will consider joining us 
as we plan this important children’s outreach. No material has 
been selected as of this time because we have some 
decisions that need to be made before we order a VBS kit. 

Please join us on Monday March 24th at 7:00 PM here at 
German Valley UMC for a VBS planning Meeting.  Anyone 
interested in helping plan, and/or parents of VBS children are 
welcome to attend.  Please come and help with the decision 
for this year’s Vacation Bible School.  Refreshments will be 
provided. 

VBS PLANNING 
VOLUNTEERS  

NEEDED 

http://cl.exct.net/?qs=ad1539736b770ac6e20b2754f4c4cf3607b8fa523b65366d2deb161dfd10260e
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The calendar, the Farmer’s Almanac, and the 

church year; they all point to the fact that spring 

is around the corner.  However if you step out-

side, “Old Man Winter” will slap you in the face. 

It has been a rather rough winter and we are all 

ready for the warmth and new life of spring! 

You will see in the table below that the winter 

has also been rough on the church’s financial 

health.  Bad weather and higher utility bills are a 

hard combination for the church budget to 

sallow.  For those who are current on your giving 

to the church we thank you.  If you are behind, 

we hope you will pray about your giving and 

consider becoming current.  We appreciate 

every gift and no gift is too small. 

January/February--Church Checking 

Checking Bal. December 31, 2013 $2,467.38  

Deposits Expenses 

$ 4,955.95 $ 6,753.74 

Checking Bal. February 28, 2014 $1,102.59  

On Sunday January 19th we took up a special 

offering for UMCOR (the United Methodist Com-

mittee on Relief) to be used for relief efforts in 

the tornado areas here in Illinois and the 

typhoon destruction in the Philippines.  A total of 

$154 was split between the two relief projects.  

Thank you to those who donated.  If you missed 

that Sunday and would like to contribute just 

make sure your donation is marked accordingly. 

We received a letter from UMCOR for our 

donations in December to the following mission 

outreach projects. 

1. Heifer International—Living Gifts 

2. Red Bird Mission School 

3. Street Children Ministry—Cambodia 

4. United Methodist Children’s Fund 

Dear Friends in Mission, 

Your generosity makes it possible for the church 

to extend God’s mission across the globe to 

more than 60 countries and to many areas of the 

United States. Your gift supports missionaries 

and projects focused on evangelism, church 

development, education, disaster relief and 

rehabilitation, health services, and programs for 

children and young people.  We are grateful for 

you support of this life-giving work. 

May God grant you a sense of hope and joy as 

you continue your support for mission. 

Grace and Peace, 

Robet Fernandes, General Treasurer 

General Board of Global Ministries  

January/February--Mission Savings 

Balance December 31, 2013 $125.93 

Interest $      .07 

Rainbow Covenant Offering Jan. $  68.00 

Rainbow Covenant Offering Feb. $  54.00 

Balance February 28, 2014 $248.00 
 

On Saturday March 29th the church will be 

holding its annual “Chicken N’ Biscuits” fund-

raiser.  Please make sure to mark your 

calendars as donations and volunteers will be 

needed.  A donation list will be available in the 

church narthex and on our church website at 

www.germanvalleyumc.org.  Please check it out 

under the EVENTS tab. Cash donations are 

always welcome. 

 

REMEMBER 

SUNDAY 
MARCH 9

TH
  

2:00 AM 
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 Supper 
Saturday March 29th Serving from 4:30-7:00 PM 

On Saturday March 29th, from 4:30 – 7:00 PM, the German 

Valley United Methodist Church will hold a Chicken n’ Biscuits 

Supper as a fundraiser for the church.  The menu will include 

Creamed Chicken and Biscuits, Lettuce Salad, Applesauce, 

Dessert and Beverage.  The cost of the meal will be adults: 

$7.00, children ages 4-10 $4.00 and children age 3 & under: 

free. For handicap access please use the front entrance.  

Volunteers and food donations are being sought. Cash 

donations are needed to purchase lettuce and biscuits. A 

donation sign-up sheet is in the narthex of the church. Cakes 

and pies are needed for dessert. If you can donate or 

volunteer please contact Don in the church office at 815-362-

2124, his cell at 815-541-4782 or e-mail the church at 

gvumchurch@aeroinc.net.  Also this year you may visit our 

website at germanvalleyumc.org.  Go to the EVENTS tab and 

pull up the Chicken n’ Biscuits information.  An online form is 

there to take you donation information. The deadline for 

signing up to donate is Sunday March 23rd. 

GOOD FOOD AND GOOD FELLOWSHIP 

 

                CHOIR PRACTICE TO RESUME 

  Attention Choir Members: Choir rehearsals will 

  begin again on Tuesday March 11th at 6:45 PM.  

  We will be working on music for Lent and 

Easter.  Please bring back any music or folders you may 

have.  The new music will be available online for listening 

soon.  Looking forward to breaking out of the winter doldrums 

and getting ready for spring! The children’s choir will sing with 

the adult choir on Easter Sunday as well.  Watch for practice 

information in the bulletin inserts. 

 

 Biscuit Supper 

 

 

DONATIONS NEEDED 

 6 - #10 Cans of Applesauce 
 

 Ranch and Western Salad 
Dressing 

 

 Shredded Cheddar Cheese 
 

 Shredded Carrots 
 

 Shredded Red Cabbage 
 

 Croutons 
 

 6 lbs. Onions 
 

 8 lbs. Carrots 
 

 6 Bunches of Celery 
 

 12 lbs. Frozen Peas and 
Carrots 

 

 25 lbs. Chicken Breasts 
 

 25 lbs Chicken Legs and 
Thighs 

 

 20 – 49oz. Cans of Chicken 
Broth 
 

 5 lbs. Flour 
 

 2 – 8 qt. Fruit Punch Mix 
 

 2 – 8 qt. Sugar Free 
Lemonade Mix 

 

 3 Gallons Milk 
 

 15 – Cakes or Pies 
 

 CASH – To Purchase 
Biscuits and Lettuce 

 

Call today to sign up for 

donations.  Thank You 
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GERMAN VALLEY UMC  

TO HOST FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT 

German Valley UMC is planning to host a Family Movie Night 

during Lent.  On Friday April 11th the movie, “Finding 

Normal,” will be shown in the sanctuary at 7:00 PM.  This 

new family movie by Pure Flix Entertainment was released on 

February 4th of this year.  There is no admission charge to 

view this movie.  The church doors will open at 6:00 PM as 

well as our concessions for the evening.  Popcorn, pop and 

candy will be available at a nominal charge for your movie 

experience. DVDs are available for $10 each.  To view the 

trailer for Finding Normal please visit: 

http://pureflix.com/portfolio/finding-normal/ 

Starring: Candace Cameron Bure, Trevor Marshall St. John 

and Lou Beatty Jr. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT 
FRIDAY APRIL 11TH  
NO ADMISSION FEE 

Movie Synopsis 

Master multi-tasker, Dr. Lisa 

Leland (Candice Cameron Bure) 

is a successful surgeon on her 

way across country to launch a 

new practice with her equally 

brilliant doctor boyfriend. Along 

the way, her trip goes off course 

when she has a run-in with a 

small town cop and is 

subsequently sentenced to 

community service in Normal, NC. 

Stuck in the middle of nowhere 

with no cell reception, wifi or even 

credit card access, Leland does 

her time by filling in for the town's 

ailing doctor, and begins to 

discover that a normal life may 

just be what she is looking for. 

 

Applebee’s®  Flapjack Fundraiser 
  Saturday March 22

nd
 8-10 AM 

Applebee’s Neighborhood Grill & Bar 
®

 

   1802 S. West Street Freeport, IL 61032 

      Only $5.00 Per Person 
Proceeds to benefit the German Valley Lions Club’s  

German Valley Days Festival 
Tickets are available from any German Valley Lions member or you can call Don at 

the church office at 815-362-2124 or his cell at 815-541-4782 

 
 

http://pureflix.com/portfolio/finding-normal/
http://pureflix.com/?ad_click=10
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HOLY WEEK AT GERMAN VALLEY UMC 

APRIL 13, 2014 PALM SUNDAY WORSHIP 8:30 AM – Join us during 

worship as we celebrate Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem.  

The Children will begin the service by processing and waving palm 

branches as they did those many years ago when Jesus entered 

the city.  Join us for the music, passion and word.  Pastor Keith’s 

message will be sure to inspire the beginning of this special week. 

APRIL 13, 2014 CELEBRATION OF PRAISE 7:00 PM – A community 

service entitled “Celebration of Praise” will be held at Silver Creek 

Reformed Church 326 Bunker Hill Road, German Valley, Illinois 

under the direction of Ellen Poppen.  A Combined choir from 

German Valley UMC, Grace Valley CRC, Silver Creek RCA, 

Baileyville RCA and Seward Congregational Church will perform as 

well as special music from all churches and more.  Join us for an 

evening of inspiring music and fellowship. 

APRIL 17, 2014 MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE 7:00 PM – A joint 

Maundy Thursday Service will be held April 17
th 

at Silver Creek 

Reformed Church 326 Bunker Hill Road, German Valley, Illinois.  

Along with German Valley and Winnebago UMCs we will remember 

the Last Supper that Jesus shared with his disciples.  Special music 

and Holy Communion will be included in this service.  Join us for a 

special night of music and worship. 

APRIL 20, 2014 EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE 7:00 AM – A 

Community Easter Sunrise Service will be held at Silver Creek 

Reformed Church 326 Bunker Hill Road, German Valley, Illinois on 

Sunday April 20
th
 at 7:00 AM.  The service will be led by the area 

youth from German Valley United Methodist, Silver Creek 

Reformed, and Grace Valley Christian Reformed Churches.  

APRIL 20, 2014 EASTER SERVICE 8:30 AM - Join us April 20
th
 for 

the Easter Morning Worship at 8:30 AM.  The Adult Choir will be 

singing “Glorious Day” to add to the celebration along with a 

number with the Kid’s Choir entitled “He Is Exalted with We Bow 

Down.” Pastor Keith will deliver a message of Jesus’ Resurrection. 

Bring a neighbor, family member, or friend and share this great 

news. He is Alive! 

APRIL 20, 2014 EASTER EGG HUNT AFTER WORSHIP – There will 

be an Easter Egg Hunt following worship for all children attending.  

Everyone is welcome to watch and join in the fun. (Rain or Shine) 

HOLY WEEK 
APRIL 13-20, 2014 

Definition: Holy Week is the 
week preceding Easter and 
the final week of Lent. Holy 
Week begins with Palm 
Sunday and ends with Holy 
Saturday, the day before 
Easter Sunday. Holy Week 
includes Holy Thursday (also 
known as Maundy Thursday) 
and Good Friday, which, 
together with Holy Saturday, 
are known as the Triduum. 
Before the revision of the 
liturgical calendar in 1969, 
Holy Week was the second 
week of Passiontide; in the 
current calendar, Passiontide 
is synonymous with Holy 
Week. 

During Holy Week, Christians 
commemorate the Passion of 
Christ, who died on Good 
Friday in reparation for the 
sins of mankind, and rose on 
Easter Sunday to give new life 
to all who believe. Thus, while 
Holy Week is solemn and 
sorrowful, it also anticipates 
the joy of Easter through the 
recognition of God's good-
ness in sending His Son to die 
for our salvation. 

Check out our Holy Week 
schedule to the right. 
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Order Your Easter Lilies Today! 

Deadline Sunday, March 16th  

$10.00 Each 

It is time to think about Easter 
and ordering the Lilies that we 
would like to have placed in the 
names of the people in our lives 
we want to remember. So if you 
have someone you would like to 
place a lily in Memory of or in 
Honor of, please fill out the form 
below, or call Don Plock at 815-

362-2124.  You may drop off the form or mail it 
to the church at P.O. Box 58, German Valley, IL  
61039.  The cost is the same as the last several 
years, $10.00 per plant.   

Donor’s Name Phone # 

  

Total Lily Plants Total Cost 

  

IN MEMORY OF: 

 

 

 

IN HONOR OF: 

 

 

 

ARE YOU USING THE CHURCH WEBSITE? 

When was the last time that you visited 

www.germanvalleyumc.org? If you are a mem-

ber or friend of German Valley UMC please 

check out the website.  Make sure you register 

to enter the member’s section.  Friends of the 

church are welcome in that section as well.  We 

try to keep all information up to date so you can 

use it to check the calendar; find out what 

current events are coming up, even the new 

photo directory with all the contact information is 

available in the member’s section.  So if you 

need contact information that will be a great 

place to start. Information on the Chicken n’ 

Biscuit Supper is under the EVENTS tab.  You 

can find out what donations are needed and fill 

out the online donation form and when complete 

click submit and your donation list will be sent to 

the church office. 

 

Check out the new "Love Your Neighbor" tab. 

So remember the public website is the blue 

toolbar under our church’s name and our 

member’s website is available by logging in on 

the right sidebar of the homepage.  The first time 

you log in you will need to create your profile, 

which is added to our web directory, and then 

you will be notified by the web administrator of 

when you may begin using the member’s 

website.  Once you log into the member’s 

section you will see the extra black toolbar 

where you will find the directory information.  If 

you have any questions please contact the 

church office at 815-362-2124. 

NEW PHOTO DIRECTORY AVAILABLE 

The new photo directories for 

German Valley UMC are 

printed and ready.  Copies are 

available at the church.  We 

will be mailing copies to a few 

that can’t make it to church in 

the coming weeks.  Thanks to 

all those who took the time to 

have photos taken or sent images in to be 

added to the book.  Special thanks to Debbie & 

Kevin Daws for the use of their camera.  We 

hope this directory will be a great tool for the 

new pastor that will be assigned in July. 
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LENT WORD SEARCH 

 

Please find all 24 words hidden in this puzzle. 

ABSTAIN HOLY SPIRIT  

ASH WEDNESDAY  HOLY WEEK 

BAPTIZED JERUSALEM 

BLOOD JESUS 

CHRIST LENT 

CRUCIFIXTION MEAT 

EASTER PREPARATION 

FASTING PURPLE 

FORTY DAYS RECONCILED 

GOD  SACRIFICE  

GOOD FRIDAY SACRIFICES 

HEBREWS TEN COMMANMENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Color the picture above. 

He is Risen! 

Can you find your way through 

the hatching chick maze? 
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A Prayer for Easter Sunday 

Young Ernie and his family were invited to have Easter 

Sunday lunch at his grandmother's house in Monkey's 

Eyebrow, Arizona. USA. Everyone was seated around the 

table as the food was being served. When Ernie received 

his plate he started eating straight away.  

'Ernie, wait until we say grace,' demanded his father.  

'I don't have to,' the five year old replied.  

'Of course you do, Ernest,' his mother insisted rather 

forcefully. 'We always say a prayer before eating at our 

house.'  

'That's at our house,' Ernie explained, 'but this is 

Grandma's house, and she knows how to cook.' 

The Funny Story of the Taxi Driver and St Peter 

One Easter a priest and a taxi driver both died and went to 

heaven. St. Peter was at the Pearly gates waiting for 

them. 

'Come with me,' said St. Peter to the taxi driver. 

The taxi driver did as he was told and followed St Peter to 

a mansion. It had everything you could imagine from a 

bowling alley to an Olympic size pool. 

'Oh my word, thank you,' said the taxi driver. 

Next, St. Peter led the priest to a rough old shack with a 

bunk bed and a little old television set. 

'Wait, I think you are a little mixed up,' said the priest. 

'Shouldn't I be the one who gets the mansion? After all I 

was a priest, went to church every day, and preached 

God's word.' 

'Yes, that's true.' St Peter rejoined, 'But during your Easter 

sermons people slept. When the taxi driver drove, 

everyone prayed.'  

 

The Price of a Sermon 

One Easter Sunday the Reverend Jones announced to his 

congregation, 'My good people, I have here in my hands 

three sermons......A $100 sermon that lasts five minutes.  

A $50 sermon that lasts fifteen minutes.  And a $20 

sermon that lasts a full hour.  Now, we'll take the collection 

and see which one I'll deliver.' 
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GERMAN VALLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

7 SOUTH MAIN STREET, PO BOX 58 

GERMAN VALLEY, ILLINOIS  61039  

MMAARRCCHH//AAPPRRIILL  22001144  

GERMAN VALLEY UMC 

PHONE: 815-362-2124 

FAX: 815-807-7507 

E-MAIL: GVUMCHURCH@AERINC.NET 

WWW.GERMANVALLEYUMC.ORG 

"We’ll Understand It Better By and By" 
Charles A. Tindley  The United Methodist Hymnal, No. 525 

We are tossed and driven 

on the restless sea of time; 

somber skies and howling tempests 

oft succeed a bright sunshine; 

in that land of perfect day, 

when the mists have rolled away, 

we will understand it better by and by.  

Charles Albert Tindley (1851-1933) was one of the eminent preachers of Methodism at the turn of the twentieth 

century. Hymnologist James Abbington has called Tindley a "pastor, orator, poet, writer, theologian, social activist, 

'father of African American Hymnody,' 'progenitor of African American gospel music' and 'prince of preachers.'" 

He was born in Worchester County, Maryland, the son of Charles and Esther Tindley, but his mother died when he 

was only two years old, and his father raised him. Dr. Abbington comments that biographies often refer to Tindley's 

slave ancestry, but that an autobiographical reference in his Book of Sermons (1932) implies that he was not a slave. 

Tindley moved to Philadelphia as a young person, attending school at night. He said, "I made a rule to learn at least 

one new thing -- a thing I did not know the day before -- each day." He was self-taught, never graduating from college 

or seminary, yet acquiring and reading more than 8,000 books in his library. 

"We’ll Understand It Better By and By" was "one of eight hymns . . . written during a difficult period in Tindley’s life 

when negotiations were underway for the purchase of Westminster Presbyterian Church on Broad Street. It reflects 

aspects of Tindley’s ministry through preaching aimed to lift the spirits of turn-of-the-century urban African Americans." 

This was the closing hymn we sang on Sunday February 16, 2014—Written and composed in 1906 


