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CROCHETED DOLLS 

A man and woman had been married for more than 60 years. They had shared 

everything. They had talked about everything. They had kept no secrets from each 

other except that the little old woman had a shoe box in the top of her closet that 

she had cautioned her husband never to open or ask her about.  
 

For all of these years, he had never thought about the box, but one day the little old 

woman got very sick and the doctor said she would not recover. 
 

In trying to sort out their affairs, the little old man took down the shoe box and took 

it to his wife's bedside. 
 

She agreed that it was time that he should know what was in the box. When he opened it, he found two cro-

cheted dolls and a stack of money totaling $95,000.  
 

He asked her about the contents. "When we were to be married," she said, " my grandmother told me the se-

cret of a happy marriage was to never argue. She told me that if I ever got angry with you, I should just keep 

quiet and crochet a doll."  
 

The little old man was so moved; he had to fight back tears. Only two precious dolls were in the box. She had 

only been angry with him two times in all those years of living and loving. He almost burst with happiness. 
 

"Honey," he said, "that explains the doll, but what about all of this money? Where did it come from?"  
 

"Oh," she said, "that's the money I made from selling the dolls." 
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WHY DOES IT TAKE TRAGEDY  
FOR OUR NATION TO TURN TO GOD? 

 

I lift up my eyes to the mountains—where does my help come 

from?  My help comes from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and 

earth.  Psalm 121: 1-2 NIV 

The end of 2012 brought to a close a year filled with tragedy.  From 

severe weather outbreaks to accidents to mass shootings, 2012 

had its share.  While researching to write this I came across an arti-

cle that listed  sixteen fatal mass shootings in this country during 

2012.  Add in the major fires, floods, tornados and hurricanes and it 

was quite a devastating year. 

One constant in all these tragedies is the fact that we as a people 

turn to God for support during these trying times.  By no means am 

I saying that we should not, but my question is why does it take 

tragedy for many people to turn to God. God is always there.  He is 

ever present in our times of need and also there when things are 

going well. 

December brought tragedy close to home and to the heart.  First 

we lost thee local heroes when the flight crew of a React helicopter 

crashed  and perished from bad weather on a flight that was to 

save a life instead.  This tore at our hearts as many knew the vic-

tims and their families personally. 

Later that same week one of the worst mass shootings took place 

in a grade school in Newtown CT killing twenty-six.  Most of which 

were small children.  And though not as close to home it tore at our 

hearts as much.  People began asking why?  Those from our area 

gathered and mourned the lose of the three who perished here as 

well as mourning the lose of the shooting victims.  Again we turned 

to God for support. 
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My wish for the coming year is that our nation 

will again turn its focus back to God.  We need 

to live again as “One Nation Under God.”  It is 

time to stop worrying about being politically cor-

rect and not wanting to infringe on the rights of 

unbelievers.  We have been 

charged to bring people to 

Christ.  Those who do not 

believe as well as those who 

are still uninformed. 

   

We need to live each day 

thanking God for his many blessings and ask-

ing God to guide us and show us his path for 

our lives.  Instead of turning to God only in trag-

edy, we should be turning  to  him  everyday.  

The  good days and the bad days.   

WHY DOES IT TAKE TRAGEDY FOR OUR NATION TO TURN TO GOD? (Continued from Page 1) 

Let us live lives filled with God’s comfort, 

strength, and love. Let our lives be a witness 

for God and his power and majesty. 

 

Let it start with Winnebago and German Valley 

United Methodist Churches 

and spread like wild fire.  

Our God is an awesome 

God and it is time to bring 

him back to the forefront.   

 

Be sure and keep God’s will 

for our nation in your daily prayers.  Keep God 

close in your lives in 2013.  May it be the year 

our nation rises from tragedy to God’s victory. 

 

Don Plock, Editor 

ROCKFORD DISTRICT TRAINING EVENT 
SATURDAY JANUARY 26, 2013 

FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
1440 S. WALNUT FREEPORT, IL  

 
 

8:00—8:30 REGISTRATION 
8:30— 9:45 WORKSHOPS 
10:00—11:00 WORSHIP 

11:15-12:30 WORKSHOPS 
 

NO CHARGE FOR THIS EVENT. 
SPONSORED BY 

ROCKFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL 
REGISTRATION FORMS  

AVAILABLE IN THE CHURCH  
OFFICE FROM DON 

 
 

1 SPRC  
DS Rev. Ouk Yean Kim Jueng Will share how the 
work of the Staff Parish Relations Committee is at the 
heart of a healthy congregations life and witness. We 
will focus on the changes in the 2012 Book of Disci-
pline related to SPRC duties and cover new materials 
on clergy health and work life balance. In addition we 
will review steps in healthy engagement; an important 
modeling of the SPRC when conflicts arise in the 
church.  
2 Youth Ministry  

Ed Burton, of Christ UMC Rockford will be teaching 

theory and practice of building and strengthening 

youth ministry in your local church. 

3 Advanced Media Worship  
Jeff Brace, of New Life UMC brings the Good, Bad and Ugly of media in worship. Tak-
ing media  beyond PowerPoint with advanced presentation software  
4 Missions - District Level  
Michelle Ryan, Director of Work Camps for R.U.M. will bring information about the 
variety of opportunities to do mission trips with out traveling across country.  
5 Missions -Your Community  
Prudy Lee of Faith UMC will be sharing mission ideas and strategies for your local 
community, identifying, connecting and responding to God’s call in your own backyard.  
6 Lay Ministries  
Sue Layng & Leslie Stanford will tell you “What’s with all this Lay Stuff?” An explana-
tion of positions and roles of Lay Member, Lay Leader, Lay Servants. They will be 
addressing where and how these positions may overlap and can you be just one or do 
you have to be all three?  
7 Trustees  
Mike Peters, from the Conference Board of Trustees, will outline local church trustee 
responsibilities, including maintenance, insurance, parsonage care, energy use, hiring 
and vendors, inspection program, record keeping, legal responsibilities, liability, rela-
tionship to other groups in the church and Conference-wide insurance program.  
8 Finance The Best Practices  
Nancy Pendergrass and Steve Betzner members of the Conference Finance and Ad-
ministration will bring insights on the "Good practices for the financial health of the 
Church" The workshop will address areas of stewardship campaign, handling offer-
ings, budgeting, and audits.  
9 Vital Leaders for Vital Congregations  
Rev. John Wesley Lee of Faith UMC will bring a challenging workshop on being vital 
leaders in our local church. Identifying purpose in changing times and moving away 
from blaming. How to be empowering individuals to be faithful and faith filled leaders 

for the glory of God. 
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Forever Grateful  
(Presented November 2012) 

Forever Grateful; that is definitely something we all need to strive to be.  Let me start this morning by 
reading a paragraph for Mark Batterson’s book “The Wild Goose Chase.” 

Right now you have no sensation of motion. I'm guessing you’re sitting still 
as you read Wild Goose Chase. But the reality is that you are sitting on a 
planet that is spinning around its axis at approximately one thousand miles 
per hour. Planet earth will make one full rotation in the next twenty-four 
hours. Not only that, but you are also hurtling through space at approximately 
sixty-seven thousand miles per hour. And you didn't have any big plans for 
today! Before the day is done, you will have traveled 1.3 million miles in your 
annual trek around the sun.  

Now let me ask you a question. When was the last time you thanked God for 
keeping us in orbit? I'm guessing never. Lord, thanks for keeping us in orbit. 
And I was a little nervous about making the full rotation around our axis to-
day, but You did it again. Most of us don't pray that way. But isn't it a little 
ironic that we have a hard time believing God for the little stuff while we take 

the big stuff for granted. Come on, if God can keep the planets in orbit, don't you think He can reor-
der your life when you feel like it's spinning out of control? 

Ten years ago that was where I was at.  I felt like my life was spinning out of control.  On Thanksgiv-
ing week in 2002 God took a hold and reordered my life.  I am sure many of you remember what I 
am talking about.  That week, on top of everything else going on in my life, I thought I had an ab-
scessed tooth. It was a rough week and on Friday I woke up with the left side of my face really swol-
len. After some tests in the ER and a biopsy of my left sinus cavity it was discovered I had Mucormy-
cosis in the left sinus cavity.  It was progressed to the point where it was life threatening.  After being 
flown to UW Madison I was to have surgery.  I was rather numb about the whole thing.  I had never 
had surgery and here I was facing something they actually thought I would not survive.  However, no 
one told me that.  I knew I was being lifted in prayer and I was talking to God that whole time before 
surgery. 

I was in the hospital from November through March and I am Forever Grateful to God from keeping 
me safe, for the caregiver’s abilities and for family and friends for their support and prayers.  It was a 
hard time in my life but God was with me and changing me on the inside, as well as giving me this 
new outlook on life. 

Many things have happened in the last ten years, health wise and spiritually.  I am forever grateful to 
God each time I make that full rotation around the sun in 24 hours. I owe so much to God for chang-
ing my life, making me stop and think about what is important. I am forever grateful for my family 
who constantly looks out for me and loves me, even when I can be quite the pain in the neck some-
times.  I am forever grateful for my church family and my friends who support me and lift me in their 
prayers when needed.  I am forever grateful that I can work in this church every week doing God’s 
work in this community.  I am forever grateful for every blessing God has put in my life.  For our pas-
tors who have guided us and especially Pastor David who I love as a brother and look up to for guid-
ance and as a person I want to emulate.   

Are you forever grateful to God as you go hurtling though space everyday on you next full rotation.  
We need to be totally grateful for all that God provides, whether it is something small or something 
as large as keeping the planets in orbit.  Dear God, I know I am totally grateful to you for everything 
right here, right now.  Praise be to God and may he receive all the glory today. Amen. 

Donald Plock - German Valley UMC 
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Gratitude 
(Presented November 2012) 

When asked to do this, I thought what can I say.  I have so much to be grateful for. I remembered 
that is was 20 years ago this week that my mother passed away suddenly and it has been 5 years 
since my dad passed away..  My parents were good Christian people.  My Dad believed that God 
created the earth and people were to rest on the seventh day.   Sundays were not for working.  He 
always said if you can’t get it done in six days, you won’t get it done in seven.  Sunday morning was 
always church morning.  Many years ago we had a program for perfect attendance for the children. 
We lived on a farm at Davis at the time.  All three of my brothers and my sister, Marlene, plus my-
self, have pins that show 7 years of perfect attendance - every Sunday.   Some mornings, it was 
really hard to get all the chores done and get to church on time.   

I tell people that I went to this church before I was born.  This is the church that my parents attended 
before they were married. I have seen many strong Christian people in this church and am so grate-
ful to them.  They were part of the foundation of my life.  Mel and Eleanor Aukes,  Leroy and Zitabell 
Fuch, Mr. & Mrs. Borchers, Edith Wieman, Mae and Nelson Stein, Lester & Vera Stein.  I could go 
on and on.  We had many youth group activities between our church and the Pecatonica United 
Methodist.  I remember when our church bought the house next door and were going to tear it down 
to build the parking lot.  The youth group at this church decided to turn it into a haunted house that 
Halloween season and invite the community.  Also the year we did the live Nativity in front of the 
church and it was so cold; and all the times we went caroling and came back to the church for cook-
ies and hot chocolate.  

I am thankful for my husband, Walt and my three great children, Steve, Marcy and Kevin.  I was very 
happy when Marcy and Jeff decided that they wanted to be married in this church.  This is a family 
church for all those who enter through the doors.  We are all family! 

I am very grateful for my job.  I had thought that I would retire from the health system, but that was 
not in the plans.  When I came home and told my boys, that I had lost my job, they said “good”;  that 
there would be something better for me and with less stress and would be better.  It was so encour-
aging that they recognized this.   It was so correct.  God saw other things for me.  My Dad was in 
and out of the nursing home, we were getting his house ready for sale and he needed a lot of help.  I 
was able to spend this time with him.  I remember each time I walked into his kitchen, on the right 
hand corner of his table was his bible.  Sometimes it was open to a certain page; sometimes he had 
a marker in it.  But you knew he had been sitting there reading it.  Sometimes we would sit down and 
read it together and then talk about it.  He was such an inspiration.  I am so glad that I had the op-
portunity to help him and be with him. 

When a good friend suggested I sign up to be a sub in school, I thought well I will try it.  I met the 
sweetest little boy with Downs Syndrome, and was his Para for a year and a half.  I was so excited 
each time that he learned something new.  I think the one thing I remember most is he always told 
everyone “My Pat”.   What a wonderful experience.  Then the position of Librarian became available.  
I applied and I have held that position for 4 years now and love every minute.  The children are so 
priceless and trying to help them find the path that they will go down in life is so invaluable.  To en-
courage them to read and learn about the world around them is so rewarding. 

But do you know what I am most grateful about - each one of you.  Each Sunday morning when I 
walk through the door of this church, I know I am going to be seeing you.  Each one of you holds a 
special place in my heart.  When you are on vacation, ill or having something else you need to do 
that day, I miss you.  You are a part of this family that God has brought together here.  I appreciate 
your smiles, your comments, you hugs; and just saying hi.   When my time comes to leave this earth, 
I hope people will say that I was kind to all and that I shared the love that God gives with all and had 
a smile for everyone. 

Pat Siemens - German Valley UMC 
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Turning the World Upside Down 
 

Anglican Bishop James Cruckshank was 
once asked by a student, “What is the first 
thing we should do when we start with a 
new church?”  
 

Bishop Cruckshank immediately replied. “Once you arrive, go to your office, sit down and remain 
there until you realize that what your church is doing is the most important mission in the community. 
And then give thanks that Christ has called you to be part of it.”  
 

Do you believe that God has a plan for our church? Do you believe that what we are doing, prepar-
ing this world for the coming of the Kingdom of God by proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ, is the 
most important work any group of people can do? Or do you look at the church as just another or-
ganization that you belong to because it is good for the children or, perhaps, good for a few more 
friendships? 
 

I believe that God has called the people of German Valley and Winnebago United Methodist 
churches to help turn the world upside down. 
 

There’s a story about a circuit riding preacher during the frontier days of America. He was a gifted 
preacher named Jesse Lee. He once preached a sermon on Acts 17:6 that reads like this: “These 
people that have turned the world upside down have come here also.” The thrust of his sermon was 
that sin has turned the world upside down, and the design of the Gospel and the business of the 
ministry are to set the world right side up again. Well, the people of the town decided to have some 
fun with this passionate circuit rider. So, the next day when he rode into town nearly everything 
looked ridiculous. Everything that could be turned upside down had been turned upside down: wag-
ons, signs, gates, etc.  
 

The people of the town got a laugh at the preacher’s expense, but at least they got the point. The 
purpose of the church is to turn the world upside down or, better, right side up! We have a tendency 
to take the Church of Jesus Christ for granted. What we too often fail to see is the church as God’s 
agent, Christ’s body at work in the world. 
 

Christ came into the world to save the world. John 3:17, “For God did not send his Son into the world 
to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.” But how does Christ save the world? Cer-
tainly he saved the world through the cross. He gave his life and by his life we received life eternal. 
Certainly that is true. What we fail to recognize however, is that Christ is still saving the world today 
by the giving of his body, the church, in service to the world. You and I are central to the plan of 
God. If we fail to do what Christ has called us to do, if we fail to be what Christ has called us to be, 
then Christ’s saving action will be incomplete. 
 

The work of the church is important work. Indeed, it is critical work. If you do not understand that, 
you cannot appreciate the words of the Apostle Paul to the church at Ephesus. Paul knows his time 
is limited. He writes to the church at Ephesus with a real sense of urgency about the meaning of the 
gospel and about their mission as the people who are to convey the gospel. He conveys to them two 
important truths about the church. For God’s plan to be realized, says the Apostle, two things are 
critical.  
 

First of all, it is vital that our unity be maintained. St. Paul writes, “Make every effort to keep the unity 
of the Spirit through the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to 
one hope when you were called; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is 
over all and through all and in all.” In other words, it is vital that the church be unified. 
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Secondly, each of us has a gift to be used in God’s service. St. Paul notes that Christ gave gifts to 
some of us to be apostles, and some prophets, and some pastors and teachers. The purpose of 
those specific gifts is “. . . to equip his people [the church] for works of service, so that the body of 
Christ may be built up . . .”  
 

These gifts which Paul lists are gifts of ministry, but all of us have gifts. Some of us are gifted as 
sales people, some as engineers, some as mechanics and farmers, but all of us are gifted in some 
way and it is when we offer our gifts to be used of God that God’s kingdom is brought nearer. 
 

In this New Year, may God help us to be people of vision and passion, realizing that God still 
chooses to see His life-changing work to be carried out by you and me. There is still much to be 
done. Let’s keep praying, but let’s also be doing . . doing the will and ministry of Jesus Christ in our 
community and in our world. God help us! And, let’s help each other! 

            -Pastor David 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

Sally Williams   January 3 
Twila Butler    January 3 
Donald Buttel   January 5 
Cortney Miller   January 10 
Sue Neblock   January 11 
Patricia Siemens   January 14 
Gary Viel    January 15 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

Alvie & Shirley Myers  January 10 
Robert & Donna Plock  January 28 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

Larry Stein    February 1 
Shirley Stein   February 6 
Russell Nieman   February 18 
Rick Neblock   February 26 

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

Russell & Marlene Siemens February 21 

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES 
 
 
 
 
 

LAY READER’S SCHEDULE 

January 6   Denise Plock 

January 13   Don Plock 

January 20   Robert Plock 

January 27   Pat Siemens 
 

February 3   Ron Plock 

February 10  N/A 

February 17  Chris Schnierla 

February 24  Don Plock 
 

GREETER’S SCHEDULE 

January 6  Ron & Denise Plock 

January 13  The Miller Family 

January 20  Robert & Donna Plock 

January 27   Don Plock 
 

February 3  Ron & Denise Plock 

February 10  Don Plock 

February 17  Pat Siemens 

February 24 The Miller Family 
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2012 FOURTH QUARTER UPDATE 
 

With 2012 now in the history books we would 

like to take this opportunity to share with you 

the fourth quarter finance report.  Many oppor-

tunities affected the year end finances here at 

German Valley UMC, including the Forever 

Grateful Stewardship campaign, Christmas Of-

fering envelopes and Year End Offering oppor-

tunities. 

Our November Forever Grateful Campaign 

added an extra $1,505 in the November offer-

ing plates.  Although the Christmas and Year 

end Offerings were not kept separate they also 

added significantly to the year end ability to end 

2012 in the black. 

We would like to extend our gratitude to all 

those dedicated givers for your continued sup-

port of German Valley United Methodist Church 

and our projects and missions.  We ended 

2012 with all bills paid and also a total of  

$3,374.31 paid to the Northern Illinois Confer-

ence for apportionments and missions.  Again 

we thank God for all of your donations and sup-

port.  We pray that in 2013 you will again con-

tinue to bless our ministry with your gifts and 

support.  Please check this newsletter and sub-

sequent issues for Forever Grateful testimonies 

from our church members.   

God bless you all in 2013 and may you be 

happy and healthy! 

Fourth Quarter 2012 

Income $    12,227.24 

Expenses $    11,827.88 

Next Sunday January 27, 2013  
Holy Communion 

We will be celebrating 

Holy Communion next 

Sunday January 27th.  

This will take the place 

of communion on the 

first Sunday in February.  Since we have 

moved communion up one week we will also 

be moving the Food Pantry Sunday and Rain-

bow Covenant Offering up as well.  So bring 

your food pantry donations as well as your 

Rainbow Covenant offering next Sunday.  (We 

will return to our regular first Sunday schedule 

on Sunday March 3rd. 

 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday February 5, 2013  
Choir Practice Resumes 

Choir practice will resume on Tuesday Febru-

ary 5
th
 at 6:30 PM.  We will begin working on 

music for Lent & Easter.  February schedule 

includes February 5
th
, 19

th
 and 26

th
. 

 

German Soup Supper  
A German Soup Supper will be held at Silver 

Creek Reformed Church, 326 S. Bunker Hill 

Road, German Valley beginning at 4:30 pm. 

The German Valley Lions Booster Committee 

sponsors this annual event. Featured soups will 

be chicken dumpling, goulash, split pea, sauer-

kraut, potato and chili. Also on the menu will be 

ham and cheese, ham salad and egg salad 

sandwiches, desserts including, pineapple 

cake, Black Forest torte and lucher creme, cof-

fee, punch and milk. All proceeds will benefit 

this year’s German Valley Days Festival. The 

church is handicapped accessible. Adults: $7; 

Children 4 thru 12: $3.50; Children 3 and Un-

der: Free. For more information call 815-362-

2613 or 815-362-3671. 


